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lesson planning


How to Plan a lesson
Planning 
Planning 2
What should go into an English language lesson?
What are the principles of planning?
  

  

 
        First, set the instructional objectives
        Second stage is warm-up 5 minuets
        Third stage is presentation 15 minuets
        The fourth stage is practice 15 minutes
        The fifth stage is production -- evaluation 10 minutes
 

If you want to plan your lesson, follow these steps:
* First, set the instructional objectives. These are what you expect your students will do by the end of the lesson.
Here is the instructional objective statement
By the end of the lesson; students will be able 
to pronounce ... correctly 
to write .... correctly t
to identify 
to apply rules of certain structure
to put certain words in sentences
to change from active into passive
to report certain sentences
to compare two things or more
to read a text fluently
to answer some given questions
to use a model composition for writing another
to match words with ...
to distinguish elements
to list
to classify 
to contrast 
to differentiate

The above verbs are clear observable and measurable

*Second stage is warm-up 5 minuets
Teacher revises the previous lesson
Teacher checks the homework
Teacher corrects common mistakes

* Third stage is presentation 15 minuets
In this stage the teacher presents his/her lesson through situations
The teacher in this stage is the informant and the student tries to understand
The teacher writes the steps of what he/she does in this stage

* The fourth stage is practice 15 minutes
In this stage the teacher writes what the students do for example answering exercises
The teacher in this stage works as a conductor
The work is done by the students

*The fifth stage is production -- evaluation 10 minutes
This is the findings of the lesson
It is the effects of the teacher on his/her students
It is the achievement of the students
Teacher checks their learning according to the instructional objectives
Here the teacher will see whether he/she has achieved what he/she has expected or not . If he failed he/she should reteach the lesson in different technique.

 
Teacher : Mosleh Ghareeb El -Foheqi
 


 

Planning 
 
· What should go into an English language lesson? 
· What is a lesson plan? 
· Why is planning important? 
· Do you need to plan if you have a course book? 
· What are the principles of planning? 
Planning is one of those essential skills of the competent teacher. This article looks at some general lesson planning questions:
What should go into an English language lesson?
Every lesson and class is different. The content depends on what the teacher wants to achieve in the lesson. However it is possible to make some generalizations. Students who are interested in, involved in and enjoy what they are studying tend to make better progress and learn faster.
When thinking about an English lesson it is useful therefore to keep the following three elements in mind - Engage - Study - Activate
Engage
This means getting the students interested in the class. Engaging students is important for the learning process.
Study
Every lesson usually needs to have some kind of language focus. The study element of a lesson could be a focus on any aspect of the language, such as grammar or vocabulary and pronunciation. A study stage could also cover revision and extension of previously taught material.
Activate
Telling students about the language is not really enough to help them learn it. For students to develop their use of English they need to have a chance to produce it. In an activate stage the students are given tasks which require them to use not only the language they are studying that day, but also other language that they have learnt.

What is a lesson plan?
A lesson plan is a framework for a lesson. If you imagine a lesson is like a journey, then the lesson plan is the map. It shows you where you start, where you finish and the route to take to get there. 
Essentially the lesson plan sets out what the teacher hopes to achieve over the course of the lesson and how he or she hopes to achieve it. Usually they are in written form but they don't have to be. New or inexperienced teachers may want to or be required to produce very detailed plans - showing clearly what is happening at any particular time in the lesson. However in a realistic teaching environment it is perhaps impractical to consider this detail in planning on a daily basis. As teachers gain experience and confidence planning is just as important but teachers develop the ability to plan more quickly and very experienced teachers may be able to go into class with just a short list of notes or even with the plan in their heads.
Whatever the level of experience, it is important that all teachers take time to think through their lessons before they enter the classroom.


Why is planning important?
One of the most important reasons to plan is that the teacher needs to identify his or her aims for the lesson. Teachers need to know what it is they want their students to be able to do at the end of the lesson that they couldn't do before. Here are some more reasons planning is important:-
· gives the teacher the opportunity to predict possible problems and therefore consider solutions 
· makes sure that lesson is balanced and appropriate for class 
· gives teacher confidence 
· planning is generally good practice and a sign of professionalism 
Do you need to plan if you have a course book?
Many teachers will find themselves having to use a course book. There are advantages and disadvantages to having a course book - but although they do provide a ready made structure for teaching material, it is very unlikely the material was written for the teachers' particular students. Each class is different and teachers need to be able to adapt material from whatever source so that is suitable for their students. A course book can certainly help planning, but it cannot replace the teacher's own ideas for what he or she wants to achieve in a class. 

What are the principles of planning?
· Aims - considering realistic goals for the lesson, not too easy but not too difficult. You may find the following checklist useful: 
· What do the students know already? 
· What do the students need to know? 
· What did you do with the students in the previous class? 
· How well do the class work together? 
· How motivated are the students? 
· Variety - an important way of getting and keeping the students engaged and interested. 
· Flexibility - expect the unexpected! Things don't always go to plan in most lessons. Experienced teachers have the ability to cope when things go wrong. It's useful when planning to build in some extra and alternative tasks and exercises. Also teachers need to be aware of what is happening in the classroom. Students may raise an interesting point and discussions could provide unexpected opportunities for language work and practice. In these cases it can be appropriate to branch away from the plan. 
Effective lesson planning is the basis of effective teaching. A plan is a guide for the teacher as to where to go and how to get there. However - don't let the plan dominate - be flexible in your planning so that when the opportunities arise you can go with the flow.
Callum Robertson, BBC English
 


 

 

Planning 2

 
· Aims and concepts 
· Contexts and marker sentences 

· Summary 
This article looks at some of the elements to consider when planning an actual lesson; aims, concepts, contexts and marker sentences. 
Aims and concepts
It is important to have clear and realistic aims for your lessons. One way to check this is actually to write out what your objectives are. To demonstrate let's take the topic of the use of the prepositions 'for' and 'since' with the present perfect. We can assume that the students have recently been introduced to the structure and use of the present perfect. You could write out your aim like this:-
Aim
To present and provide practice of the use of 'for' and 'since' with the present perfect.
This is a clear but basic statement of aims. It indicates what you intend to do, but note, not how you intend to do it. 
It is helpful also to define the overall concept or meaning of the target language when it is used naturally. For our teaching point we need to consider when native speakers use 'for' and 'since' with the present perfect. We can now adjust our aim statement accordingly:
Aim
To present and provide practice of the use of 'for' and 'since' with the present perfect when talking about the duration of a continuing state or action.
Phew! It hardly trips of the tongue but it is important to do. It clarifies for the teacher exactly what the teaching point is. Many language items are used in different ways, with different concepts. Take the present continuous aspect as an example. Compare these two sentences:-
"I'm writing this at my desk."
"I'm visiting my best friend next weekend"
Both of these sentences use the same form, but the concept is different. It is important when planning your lesson to be accurate in your analysis of the concept. It can be confusing for students if different concepts are not clearly identified or are mixed up during a presentation.
By expressing the concept in the aims, it provides a focus for the planning and that can help to prevent possible confusion. It may be not appropriate for all situations, but it's a good habit to get into. Every planned activity and example sentence can then be referred back to the aim to check that it fits the concept you are trying to teach. It is essential to make sure that the exercises and activities you decide to do actually fit your aims. 
Contexts and marker sentences
Having established the concept, the next step is to think about natural contexts or situations where the language item to be taught is used. 
For our lesson we need to think of a situation when a native speaker would use the present perfect with 'for' and 'since'. It can be used when people talk about how long they've had their jobs and possessions. We do this, for example, when talking about our lives - so we could take a party as our context. At a party, you might meet new people and talk about yourself.
A common method of introducing a structure to the students is to use marker, or model sentences. These are contextualized examples which illustrate how to 'make' the target language. If the context is clear they also show how and when it is used. A marker sentence can be taken from almost any source. It could be from a listening or reading text, it could come from the students themselves or the teacher can provide it. The important thing is that the sentence is a natural and accurate example of the target language.
Marker sentences are used in the 'study' phase of the lesson. There are different ways of exploiting them. If you have a number of examples, you could ask the students to look at the sentences and infer the rules for using 'for' and 'since'. This is what's known as an inductive approach. Alternatively you can use the sentences to highlight and explain the rules yourself. This is a deductive approach.
Summary
Aims, concepts, contexts and marker sentences are some of the elements that should be considered carefully by the teacher when planning a lesson. When these are clearly established it is much easier to ensure that the lesson being presented to the students is clear and appropriate. 
Callum Robertson, BBC English
 


 

 

What should go into an English language lesson?
 
 
        Introduction
        E.   S.   A.
 
        Introduction
 
Every lesson is unique and is made up of different stages. Lessons can focus on grammar, vocabulary, reading or writing.
They may contain listening and speaking activities and concentrate on introducing new language items or on revision. The actual content of any lesson will depend on what the teacher aims to achieve during the lesson, the students and the teaching situation. However there are some ideas that can be considered for every lesson.
Students who are interested in, involved in and enjoy what they are studying tend to make better progress and learn faster.
As teachers, it is important then to provide students with lessons that are not only well-structured but which are also interesting and enjoyable. Careful thought and preparation will help to achieve this.
When thinking about an English lesson it is useful to keep the following three elements in mind:
These three elements, E. S. A. should be present in every teaching sequence, whatever your teaching point. But what do we     Engage   Study    Activate 
mean by E. S. A.?
 
E.  S.   A.
 E is for Engage
It is important to engage the students. This means getting the students interested in the subject, in the class and in the language point and hopefully enjoying what they are doing. But why is this important? After all, you may feel that students come to school to learn, not to be entertained!
If students are engaged, if they?re genuinely interested and involved in what?s going on, the chances are that they?re going to learn an awful lot better because they?re not just doing what they have to do because they?re in school, they're also actively involved in what?s going on.
Jeremy Harmer, author of The Practice of English Language Teaching - Lesson Plan, Programme 2
Engaging students is important for the learning process. Engaged students learn better and are likely to cause fewer discipline problems.
S is for Study
In any lesson students usually need something to study. In an English teaching lesson there needs to be some language focus for the class. Students need to be introduced systematically to the way that English is put together. The Study element of a lesson could be a focus on any aspect of the language, such as grammar or vocabulary and pronunciation. A Study stage does not have to be new language input. It could also cover revision and extension of previously taught material.
A is for Activate
Simply telling students about the language is not usually enough to help them to learn it. In order for students to be able to develop their use of English, they need to be given the chance to produce it. In an Activate stage the students are given tasks, normally writing and or speaking activities which require students to use not only the language they are studying that day, but also other language that they have learnt.
Here are some reasons why it?s important to let students have this kind of practice:
? It gives students the chance to rehearse English, as if they were doing it in the real world but in the safe environment of the classroom.
? Some theories of language learning suggest that by giving students this kind of practice, it helps them to ?switch? language they have been studying, into language which they can use instinctively without having to think about it.
? These kind of activities are often fun for the students. As we have mentioned before, providing an enjoyable classroom experience for students helps the learning process.
? This kind of activity, because it does not restrict the students to using only a particular area of language, is an effective way for both students and the teacher to assess how well the class is progressing.
? Providing suitable tasks which the students can achieve using lots of different language has a positive motivational effect on students. Motivated students tend to learn better.
Engage, Study and Activate - three important considerations for any lesson. Every activity, every exercise, every part of a lesson should fit into one of these categories. Although ESA is a guide to what should go into a lesson, it is not necessarily a guide as to what order activities should come in a lesson. For example, it is possible to have an Activate stage before a Study stage. In this order the teacher can monitor the activity to find out what it is that the students need to know. In other words, the Activate stage helps the teacher to decide the content of the Study stage.
 
Action Plan for Teachers
by  Callum Robertson
 



 

 

What are the principles of planning?
 
 
        Aims
        Variety
        Flexibility
        Lesson Plan Summary :
 
        Aims
One of the main principles of planning is establishing a clear aim for your lesson. It is important that aims are realistic. If the subject is too difficult for the students, then they can become frustrated and lose motivation. However, if the subject is too easy, the students may become bored. Bored and frustrated students can often cause discipline problems. So it is important when planning to think about your particular class. You may find it useful to bear these points in mind:
? What do the students know already? If you are planning to introduce completely new language items allow more time than if you are revising or extending a topic the class are already familiar with.
? What do the students need to know? If the students are studying for an exam, for example, then you may need to focus on different skills and language than for a General English class. Do your aims suit that need?
? What did you do with the students in their previous class?
? How well do the class work together?
? How motivated are the students?
All these factors are important when deciding realistic aims for your class.
        Variety
As we have seen, it is important to try and keep the students engaged and interested. Providing variety in a lesson and a series of lessons is a way of achieving this. Repeating the same kinds of exercises can become monotonous and demotivating for students. Where possible it?s a good idea to try and vary the kinds of activities, materials and interactions.
When the teacher sits down to plan what they?re going to be doing, one of the things they need to have in their heads is, how can I vary the pace of the class? How can I vary the kind of thing that?s going to happen so that sometimes maybe the students will be silent, sometimes they?ll be loud, sometimes they?ll be talking to me, sometimes they?ll be talking to others, sometimes I?ll do a bit of writing, sometimes they?ll do a bit of reading. If you vary the patterns of student to student interaction, if you vary the kind of activity the students are involved in, if you vary the kind of
material they?re looking at ? there?s a good chance that most of the students will remain engaged and involved. If you don?t build variety into your plan the danger is that they?ll switch off at some stage.
 
        Flexibility
However well you plan you never actually know exactly what?s going to happen in a class until it happens! Exercises may take longer or shorter than anticipated; the students may be more or less interested in a topic than you imagined, something unexpected may happen during the lesson. In these cases if the teacher sticks rigidly to their plan the careful preparation may actually have a negative effect. Imagine our journey again. If the road ahead becomes bloc ked, it?s no good trying to carry on, you have to find a different route.
Careful planning is very important but teachers need to be able to adapt their plan during the lesson to suit the circumstances.
This is something that becomes easier with experience, but in the planning stage it is often a good idea to consider extra optional or alternative exercises. Then, if your material runs short or you think the class might not respond well to a particular activity, you have something to fall back on.
Similarly, teachers need to be aware of what is happening in and around the class. Students may raise interesting points and discussions could provide unexpected opportunities for language work and practice. The teacher needs to be flexible enough to be able to leave the plan if such opportunities arise.
 
        Lesson Plan Summary :
? Have clear aims - realistic and appropriate for your class.
? Know your subject - if it?s a grammar point, make sure you understand how that language is used
and formed - if it?s vocabulary, check pronunciation and spelling and so on.
? Know your students - base your materials and activities around the needs and character of your
group.
? Know your school - what room are you in? - this may influence what kind of activity you can do.
What materials and equipment can you use? What is the syllabus of the course? - and so on.
In class
? Involve the students in the process - try to give them as much time using the language as
possible. Personalize language work so they can use English for describing their own lives. Elicit
where possible, don?t ?lecture?.
? Variety - keeps the students motivated and engaged.
? Engage, Study, Activate - three key planning considerations for effecti ve teaching and learning.
To demonstrate these principles in action, we took the example of a teaching sequence based around a language
point and planned a sequence as follows:
1. Warmer To engage and activate.
2. Lead-in To establish a context for the target language.
3. Language presentation To show the students a model of the target language and establish its concept.
4. Controlled practice :To allow the students to become familiar with the concept and form of the target
language.
5. Freer practice :To allow students to activate their English.
6. Feedback : For reinforcement, consolidation and correction.
This is a basic model for teaching a grammar point. There are other elements to lessons which we haven't considered here such as homework and revision, for example, and there are, of course, many other kinds of lesson.
However, in this section we have highlighted the overall principles of planning which can be applied to most lessons and teaching situations.
 
Action Plan for Teachers  by  Callum Robertson
 

 

