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All the World’s a Stage

By William Shakespeare (from As you like it, Act 11 Scene VI)

All the world‘s a stage,

And all the men and women merely players;
They have their exits and their entrances,

And one man in his time plays many parts... ,
At first, the infant,

Mewling and puking in the nurse‘s arms.
Then the whining schoolboy, with his satchel
And shining morning face, creeping like snail
Unwillingly to school... .
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Then a soldier,

Full of strange oaths and bearded like the pard,
Jealous in honor, sudden and quick in quarrel,
Seeking the bubble reputation

Even in the cannon‘s mouth
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And then the justice,

In fair round belly with good capon lined,
With eyes severe and beard of formal cut,
Full of wise saws and modern instances;
And so he plays his part.
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... Into the lean and slippered pantaloon,
With spectacles on nose and pouch on side;

His youthful hose, well saved, a world too wide
For his shrunk shank, and his big manly voice,
Turning again toward childish treble, pipes
And whistles in his sound.
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Last scene of all,

That ends this strange eventful history,

Is second childishness and mere oblivion?
Sans teeth, sans eyes, sans taste, sans everything
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Lines 1-4

In these lines the poet compares this world to a stage. All men and women are only actors and

actresses on the stage of this world. All these people have different routes to enter this stage and

also have different exists to go out.
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They enter this stage when they are born and leave this stage when they die. Every person,

during his life time plays many parts. These parts are called five ages. These ages are

actually like acts of a play.
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Line 5 -6 (First Stage: babyhood (the infant) ) (asall) Asilall : Jg¥ sl 7 4k 6-5 )

The first stage of a man’s life is his infancy. During his infancy he cries and throws up
milk and vomits when he is in the hands of a mother or a nurse.
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Lines 7-9 (second stage: childhood (the schoolboy) )
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The second stage is his boy-hood. This is his school going period. It is it is the time when he
complains all the time. His face shines like the bright and fresh morning. He carries his school
bag and unwillingly goes to school at the speed of an insect.
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Lines 10-14 (third stage: early adulthood (the soldier) )
(coiall) _Saall g 5L 1 280N Al yall) 14-10 con SR 3
In these lines the poet shows the third stage of a man's life. When he matures, he becomes a
soldier. He takes strange oaths. He has a beard like a tiger or a leopard. He is fierce like these
animals. During this stage of life, man is jealous of honour of other. He is very quick-tempered
and has quarrels. Since he is warm-blooded, he looks for temporary reputation and fame. To
achieve this temporary fame, he is even ready to go into the mouth of a gun. He doesn’t bother

for dangers.
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Lines 15-19 (stage four: late adulthood /middle age (the justice)
(M1aadl) pead) ciuaiia of \ ALY & ol cp s Ayl ) Al yall) 19-15 (0 sl 7 s

This is the fourth stage of man's life. Here man becomes middle aged and mature like a judge

and has a fair round belly full of the meat of chickens. Perhaps, he has become fit because he

eats meat and fat cocks in excess. It is the stage when he is firm, serious.
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His conversation is full of many different proverbs of the world of the past and is also full of

the examples from the modern age. He has beard of formal cut and as such plays this part of

life.
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Lines 20-25 (stage five: old age (second babyhood/ childhood)
(Al 4 gikall) A3 305 sAualdl) Al sall) 25-20 o Shad) £ 4
This is the fifth stage of man's life. In this stage man shifts from middle age, to old age. Now
he wears pantaloon with slippers on his feet. He has become thin, weak and lean.
O L AR A El e yaall Caiatia (e da )l Jsadh s gall ol 8¢ glaa¥l Bla (e Ad Al s pall s oda
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He wears now spectacles on his nose because of his weak eyesight. He has also a purse by his
side in which he keeps money. He uses long socks which he has saved during his youth. Now
these socks are very loose to his lean leg and look strange.
ol | Jlally Lgad iy Al g aila o ddaine 4l o LaS ¢ puad) Cora g 4dil e o) @l Ui o5 5 58
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His big loud manly voice has turned into the shrill voice of a child. It seems as if he were
playing upon a pipe or as if he were whistling.
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Lines 26-29 (the last scene): (uAY) 3gdiall) 29-26 (s s ¢ i
In this period all the life which has been previously full of strange events, comes to an end.
Man becomes child once again. This is like his second childhood. In this, stage he is childish
as well as childlike.
Ja ol ey Lgiles (1 i ¢ Ay e ol Al 3ol 8 cilS ) slaal) aan 5 5l 030 8 i) gl
Csih Ay laa sa Als alloda (8 Al 4l gl e g 13 (5,305 5 Slila
At this stage he forgets almost everything. His memory becomes very weak. He loses teeth,
eye-sight and taste. He is without everything. This is the stage in which he completes the
drama of his life and leaves the stage of this world.
et IS O s L Gss Dkl s LY di s s A 48 K10 sl oo S T 5 ouy Al jall 020
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Answer the questions:
1. In lines 10-14, the poet describes the soldier’s life. Which word refers to a weapon used
by soldiers? ¢ agial) dariivg 3l ) pdd AalS g ¢ gaiall Sha elal) ciuay ¢ 10-14 shuld) B

Cannon 8

2. Compare lines 8 and 11. How do they convey the images of a boy and a soldier?
§ gdag e Jpa O bl Gl JiL S| 11 5 8 Crobed) G B8
The schoolboy is represented as innocent and clean with his shining morning face in line 8. This
Is contrasted strongly with the soldier in line 11, who is bearded like the leopard.
83 e 525 i) e 5 geall o2 5. 8 sl b zluall 8 (5 pdeans b ciaigsig pall o) gea Jualil
coalll Jle atle il ) ga AL 1] Ll G gial)

3. Describe the image that the poet has created of the old man 9lines 20-25). What is the
old man wearing? How do his clothes fit him? What does his voice sound like?
o oS € Ssaad) ol (53 5 13le ((20-25 shau) ) sl / saall Jall 5oLl Lgmion 315 5 puall i
R
He is now thin and stays indoors (slippered refers to footwear that people wear indoors, and
pantaloon means old man in this context). He wears spectacles and has his bag for carrying his
money with him. His legs have grown thinner, so his trousers do not fit well and his voice has
become high again like a child's.
@y 1) el dala el Ly Al 431 W i (Slippered ) 4l ) Ol Jals s daas oY) sa
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4. Which word in 'man's last stage’ sums up the last line of the speech: Sans teeth, sans
eyes, sans taste, sans everything?

JS O ¢ pada S ¢ sae Dby ¢ lid Dyt llaall (o 5aa ) ) (sl LDl s Al Al all b A
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Sans means 'without', so at the end the person has nothing- he can't eat because he has no teeth,
he can't see and he loses his sense of taste.
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5. What are the five stages of a human's life, according to the speech? List them in the
correct order.
el Gyl e Al 8 LeaiST € laall (a8 5 s sla (A eedd) ol je 4l
The five stages are:
- Babyhood (the infant).
- Childhood (the schoolboy).
- Early adulthood (the soldier).
- Late adulthood /middle age (the justice).
- Old age (second babyhood / childhood).
6. What does the playwright suggest about the soldier, in lines 10-14? Choose the correct
answer and justify it.
A e/ g Aaaal) ) A0S 10-14 shald) ¢ paiadl oo doa ) GlS grall /LS 1L
His life is short.
He doesn’t like conflict.
He is aggressive and gets angry or violent easily.
The correct answer is —C- . The soldier is jealous in honour, sudden and quick in quarrel. He is
also seeking the bubble reputation. (he does things that make him look good even if they are
pointless) even in the cannon's mouth 9even if it means standing in front of guns, i.e. going to
war or getting into fights).
Jpmaall oo Liad sa 5 Ao jusslad jlad (3 dan Gl e pann / e sial) (C) (A Aapnall LAY
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7. How does the playwright describe the appearance of the middle-aged person?
¢ el Chualiia b (add glia A el Gl Chuay Cis
The middle-aged person is fat from eating too much (round belly! Line 16); he has got
hard eyes and a neat beard and he knows a lot of wise saying.
O 423 (16 bl (85 paiise (o ) aladall (e 8SH J 58 sy el / (pass 52 jenl) Chualiin (8 (il
AaSall JI Y e I Caymy g5 AR Aal g ks

8. Look at the phrases in bold on lines 19 and 26 of the speech. How is the life of a person
compared to an actor in the theatre?

e A gad i Bl (b S| Ul (10 26 5 19 Gabid) (B (g o) (Galid) AL 4, giSal) ) jlad) )
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A ‘'part' is a role in a play and the expression is 'to play a part'. The 'last scene' is the end of a
play and Shakespeare is connecting this to the end of life.

Loy g s Aam yuad i) s " AT ag il " sn ks ) 58 Janisal) il s dus e A 50 2 "y soPart "
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9. How does the playwright describe the person in the first and last stage of life?
S3lad) Cpa 8 pAY) Ada yall g A 5¥) Aa jall B Gadll) A ) S Clay CisS
They are both like young children — the first one is a baby, but the second is an old person.
L Ome/ ysae padd s S addll (g il s J0Y) el - jleal) JukY) Jie Ladis

10. What does the playwright mean by the line, 'this strange eventful history'? (line 27).
(27 S b)) Slaaly A1 qu adl ol 130 ;b J6h M) lad) B Al gy el LS gl 13Le
He means that life can be strange with lots of things happening in it.
et aad Al sa) e SH e (g gint Ay e 0585 O oS sball O J st () 2aly s

11. Find a line from the speech that represents the following ideas.

Al USEY) (e S ey 515 (g ml) U] (ha T phaa 3 o gllaall
- Ageing 4534 (lines 22-25) - Time: ¢ (lines 26-27) - Career (= (lines10-19)
- Youth i (lines 5-9) - Human life &4 obad) (lines1-4)

12. Which stage of life is represented as the most positive, in your opinion?

¢ el ¢ dlag) Ada ja SIS cud o gl e Bliad) (e A ja g
In my opinion, the most positive stage of life according to this speech is the justice. This
Is because the adjectives that are used portray a positive character: 'fair, round! (Line 16)
describe the speaker's belly; ‘formal’ (line 17) describes the cut of his beard; and ‘wise'
(line 18) describes the things he says.



el Al claall ¥ @l | (azalall) Alasdl s je & laddl 1363188 5 3Ll e dlag) Y Ayl i 3
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13. Which simile does the playwright use to describe the schoolboy as he walks to school?
¢ A pdall ) e oA 9 A pda dnali Ciua gl A pal) Gl addliny Al o
The poet uses 'creeping like snail' in line 8, meaning going very slowly.
C b eday e A3 ey 138 5«8 hand) 8105 sl Bl Caa " aading e L)
14. Find another example of a simile in the speech. Which two things are being compared?
¢ Lagihi jlia ai G Glisdd) Le, Uadd) B 4pddll Jo AT Jla 2
'beard like the pard' in line 11.
Shakespeare is comparing a soldier to a leopard.
el st Sl & S]] Sl (A1 el e il

15. In your opinion, which stage do you think the playwright believes to be the most positive?
¢ Apdly JASY) gl (A pecall LS Ay dda g, i B
I think he believes middle age is the most positive. He says the person has become a judge or
magistrate and he's full of wise sayings, suggesting that he has learnt from the past and is
putting his knowledge to good use. He is also well fed, serious in manner, takes pride, and is
conventional in his appearance.
N AYL e e adl g aSla 5) (a8 maay addl) o Doy Apdla HESY) o8 sl Ciaatio A pa () Siey 43) aiic |
Gan s, s S0 sk Liadl sl Jlaainl) 8 dale gy 43l 5 alal) (e alad 8 adl 1 0 Lae ¢ daSall
cogtae (8 S a5 Al el g alelad

16. Read the following quotation from "'All the World's a Stage™ and then answer the
guestions that follow:

,@Lﬁ\iﬁu‘i\gs g@iaﬁ"tw%djuelu\h" u.agim\ Clidy) u-uéi
Full of strange oaths and bearded like the pard,
Jealous in honor, sudden and quick in quarrel,
Seeking the bubble reputation
Even in the cannon‘s mouth

a. What stage of life does the speaker describe? $éuaiall lghay Al Ala ol A La
The speaker talks about the stage of the early adulthood (the soldier).
(guall) 250/ Suall ¢ sLll Als ye (e Pl Guaaty
b. Find an example of a simile in the lines.. Jhad) oda & 4nddl) e Ylia 3a
Full of strange oaths and bearded like the pard.



c. Do you like this stage of life? Why? Justify and explain your answer.
L Jle €Al yall o2a caad b
No, I don’t like the stage of the soldier because it is full of risk and recklessness. False
reputation is everything for him.
Al Al ¢ d JS o S B el | il g phalaadly o e 4 ganiall Ala e cand Ve Y

17. In "All the World's a Stage' the speaker states that the last stage of man involves
many changes. Write down two of these changes.
Ol QS ¢ Gl i) (o Sl Cpaati (DU 3 AN A ) o al€ial) J 58y 1 7 pese Apdd (g g alladl La M B
L il o0 (e
- Man becomes and behaves like a child again — his voice becomes shrill and sharp.
- Man begins to forget everything.
s s A gaa ¢ 5 A0 8 e JEAIS Gl Ja ) gy
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The Old Man and the Sea
By Ernest Hemingway
Ay gl
(s stdad Sl i) all
Santiago is an old fisherman in Cuba, but for the last eighty-four days he hasn‘t caught any fish.
His friend, a young fisherman named Manolin, helps him to bring in his empty boat every day.
sl LS 52 5 Alvia @lllend () alaiay Al dpcalall "la s ) silaill s Aa I A5 LS 3 Hae dbia s el
es S Ja 8 s deacluy ol sl
Manolin has been Santiago‘s fishing partner for years. Santiago had taught him all about
fishing, and has done so since he was a boy of five years old. Now, the young man‘s parents
want him to fish with a more productive partner.
e S Ol A Al a8 a8 apall e ol IS el dale 85 il e lailad apall @l il Gl sl S
“ s Ll (e Aaali) JS) el 58 ae alaiay ol dde (gl g GLE gall 5 (V) o e (e Asalall
The next morning, Santiago leaves early and sails far out to sea to try his luck again.
Eventually, he feels a bite on one of his hooks, and he works out that it must be a big fish,
perhaps a marlin. The fish is strong, though, and does not come up to the surface. Instead, the
fish swims away, dragging the old man and his boat along.
Dy oa il Ales 8 g AT 5 e adan ol aall (B M a1 SL se bl oy U o gl plua
il ) jle S Lay )5 35S A8 583 () 2y Y 400 il a8y 43 jlia e 3 sa gall axdall e S JUdl
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This goes on until the sun goes down, and eventually Santiago can‘t see the land any more at
all.
MY e Al 4y seliibe aolaivn day o1 "l el g e i clald et
As night falls, he wraps the fishing line around himself, and goes to sleep, leaving his left hand
on the rope to wake him if the marlin surfaces. Soon, the old man is asleep, dreaming of the
lions he used to see when he was a boy in Africa.
WS G pa L 3 adad sl Jaad) e (s gl oy & g 0 sill Caady g 4 Jsa dpeall dos il s Jlll oy Leice
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Santiago is awoken in the night when he feels the marlin pulling on the line in his hand. The
marlin leaps out of the water, and Santiago has to hold on to the line with all his strength to
avoid being pulled into the sea.
seliils ey sl z jla Gl jlall A 3485 o0y (8 il ndt G lall Ay pady Ladie JlI 8 se Ll Jadio
oadh dals (aas oy o) il 3 8 (e (S5l e IS daadly @llsa)
When he sees the fish at last, he is amazed by its size. After a long and difficult struggle, he
manages to pull it closer to the boat and he kills it.
Lty g o al I ) Lpmny o)) aodaiony [ cma g sk g a5 Lgeas (e canahy 4 M) Sl (o)) Ladie
Santiago ties the marlin‘s body to his boat and prepares to sail home. Before he reaches land,
though, he is attacked by several sharks. He kills one with a harpoon and another with his
knife. The blood in the water attracts more sharks. Santiago has to beat them away with a club
and is badly injured himself.
i (e s (o e Al oy ) ) ) "l ) sy s 4l cl el A s s il Loy 3y
Cdag elall 8 aal) 4y (5 jA) (8 ASan Jily (lial) dual sy Adan) g Lta a5 Jiy | G AN laul (e 322
Al 7 gy A 9 el 3B 5 War) G judae Aol 53 g ey O s bl o S 5 @lland (e 3y all

When he arrives back at the harbour, everyone is asleep. Arriving home, Santiago collapses on
his bed in exhaustion and falls asleep.
2l o nm o seliile Jlely Cudl N Al sa g die "Ll maeall OIS sligall / el ) 4l g g e
The next morning, Manolin finds Santiago in his hut and cries over the old man‘s injuries.
Manolin reassures Santiago that the great fish didn‘t beat him and that they will fish together
again. He tells him that the old man still has much to teach him.
O se bl Giakay Gl sila ) saall da ) bl e Sas 43S o el O sile any | Al o sdl) ~lua A
DESH aal J1 o Yy saadl () oy al gila (5 AT 5 e Mae cllanst) (lalaiay Co g Lagdl 5 4 g5 ol dalanl) Al
ol Aalxd
That afternoon, some tourists see the marlin‘s skeleton and ask a waiter what it is. Trying to
explain what happened to the marlin, the waiter replies, shark. ‘The tourists misunderstand and
assume that is what the skeleton is. They don‘t realize that it is actually a marlin, the biggest
fish ever caught in the village, at more than five metres long.
el Zlall i MGELAN AUl gy d )Y Sl alaall Al Alid) (am (5 50 o sl GlID [ gda aay
SIS (Al el ASeid adie JSoa @) B4l 05S5n Y agd) (B R ASend g (palaall JSiell 0 s S
el Al e SAS) Jsday 4 8l 8 ladua AT dSe
Meanwhile, Santiago is sleeping and once again, dreaming of the lions he saw in Africa long
ago, when he was young.
LS S Laie Ay sk 3 yid dia Ly 53 3BT il 0 sl alay (5 308 505 4l se il el ci )



Look at the words in the box. Which one means...

productive g, hook 8w /uilad  drag «aww, surface g,
harpoon glial) awal may [4a, club e, reassure ok, assume gasidy

1. A sharp, pointed weapon, like a knife on a long stick?
alysha Lae e S Jie (sie da # 3L
2 . A heavy object used for hitting? «_sall aadion B8 a je /2l
3. To pull something heavy behind you? <lala Ja (i s
4. Someone who is successful or who earns you money?
M i Slany Al ) mals padld
5. To believe something without questioning it? 4 L&l & sa (s Baai
6. To say something positive to someone who is worried about something?
Lo ol on BllL ey il Aol (o Js8 0

7. A curved object on which to hang something, for example a fish on a line?

o dia o A8 JBd) diss e Lo Wb adle Blay e (0l
8. To come to the top of the ocean or earth? =_Y! sl dasall (3 (s slall ¢ 30l ) Sb )

Answers
1 harpoon 2 club 3 drag 4 productive 5 assume 6 reassure 7 hook 8 surface

Read the story again and answer the questions.

1 What evidence is there at the very beginning of the story that Santiago is a
very optimistic and determined person?

He goes to sea to try his luck every day even though he hasn‘t caught anything for 84
days.

2 When Santiago feels a bite on his line, he works out that it must be a big fish,
perhaps a marlin¢. What evidence is there that he is correct?

It drags the boat along for a long time, so it must be a big fish.



3 Why does Santiago go to sleep that night with the line tied around himself?
Santiago ties the line round himself so that he doesn‘t lose it in the water and also so
that he feels the tug when the fish pulls on the line.

4 How does Manolin try to encourage Santiago not to give up fishing? What does
this tell you about Manolin‘s character?

Manolin tells Santiago that he didn‘t lose against the marlin and that he wants to fish
with him again because he still has a lot to learn. Manolin seems to be a caring person;
kind, thoughtful and loyal to Santiago.

5 What is the reason for the tourists ‘misunderstanding about what the skeleton
was?

The waiter couldn‘t speak their language and was trying to explain about the sharks.
However, the tourists only understood shark' and assumed that the skeleton was the
skeleton of a shark.

6. In this retelling of the story, strength is represented in many ways. Choose one example

of strength and explain its importance.

The Marlin fish is an important representation of strength within the story. After it bites the line,
Santiago is constantly in competition with it, needing to use ‘all his strength' to stay in his boat.

It is also significant, since even though it is stronger than Santiago, he manages to catch it.

7. Why do you think Manolin's parents want him to stop fishing with Santiago? Do you
think they were justified?

Manolin's parents don’t think Santiago is productive enough. These people need to earn money
from fishing, and so if a fisherman doesn’t catch anything for 84 days, he won't be able to earn
a living. I think they are justified in a way, because if Manolin is not making money, it might
mean that his whole family will have nothing to eat, but it is also important to be kind to people

and respect our elders.



8. What is the importance of Santiago's dreams of his youth, and of the lions in Africa?

How does this relate to the themes in the story?

Perhaps he is remembering his youth and wishing that he was young again so that he had the
strength to deal easily with problems at sea. Lions also signify strength. So, as well as the

theme, the dreams relate to the theme of strength.

9. Read the following quotation from "The old man and the Sea', and then answer the

guestions that follow:

"Now, the young man's parents want him to fish with a more productive partner."
a. Why do the young man's parents want him to leave the old man?

Because for the last 84 days the old man hasn’t caught any fish.

b. Why doesn't the young man like to leave the old man?

Because Manolin has been Santiago's fishing partner for years. Santiago had taught the young
man all about fishing, and has done so since he was a boy of five years old. So, Manolin is loyal

to the old man, Santiago.
c. How can you describe the character of the young man?
The young man can be described as a caring person, kind, thoughtful and loyal to Santiago.

10. Santiago caught the biggest fish ever caught in the village. What does this piece of

information tell you about the character and skills of the old man?

Santiago is an experienced fisherman. He is optimistic and determined that he kept go out to the

sea for fishing despite his bad luck for eighty-four days.

11. Did Santiago make any money out of that big fish? Why?

No, the old man didn’t make any money because sharks attacked the marlin he caught and ate
all of it.



12. Why do you think Santiago risks his life for the marlin?

Because he has already put a lot of effort into catching it. It is possibly also something that
could help him feel young again. He may also feel ashamed that he has failed to catch anything
for the past 84 days and so is willing to risk his life to prove to the rest of the village that he is
still a good fisherman.
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