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What are they talking about? It is fascinating to observe the way language is absorbed by a baby. He or she quickly learns to
respond to certain sounds and words, for example ‘mum’ or ‘dad’. Then, after a few months, the baby starts to try out
experimental noises and mimic sounds.
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A one-year-old baby can probably say a few words — and certainly understands a lot more. After two years, many children have a
vocabulary of about fifty words. With twins, however, the story might be a little different. First of all,their development is
sometimes slower.

G985 38 ¢ adl gl g AalS Gsad L ga (e Sl i agad] JULYY (e el ¢ Guale a8 dlld ST AU agdy g - cilalS auzay J g o Taal g Lale sand) G Ay Jila (S
Ol a8 Uad W gk ¢ s o il Sl A8lis Al

It is thought that this may be because some twins have less one-to-one interaction with adults than single babies have, and they
spend more time communicating with each other. Secondly, some twins seem to develop their own unique language. While this
is not very common, it is certainly fascinating. They speak — and seem to understand - strange ‘words’ and sounds that nobody
else can make out.
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This is known as ‘cryptophasia’. Certainly, what they say isn’t understood by anyone else, but is it really a language? Although it
is tempting to believe that these twins really do make up their own secret language, the truth is probably much simpler.
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Most experts think that as both children are experimenting with language at the same time, and both have been presented with
the same sounds and stimuli since birth, they are very likely to recognise what the other one says. In other words, they are both
developing their ‘real’ language at the same pace and making the same mistakes along the way.
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twins, at a very young age, have the potential to
develop their own unique language that they use
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