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THE HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF JORDAN 

MINISTRY OF EDUCATION 

GENERAL SECONDERY CERTICATE EXAMINATION- 2016  
GENERAL ENGLISH 

ورة  ى / اا اا   الكتاب الجديد/ا

DATE: - Sunday  26
th

    of June 2016                         TIME: 1 HOUR AND A HALF 

ت  ر) 1 (-:ظ ه ا د) 2.                             (ا     أ ھ وع ا   .  ا
ت)5: (د ا) 3( د ا   ).4: (، و

Read the following text about Speaking a foreign language carefully, and then in your 

ANSWER BOOKLET answer all the questions that follow. Your answers should be 

based on the text. 
 

     Our country has a high standard of education. This is mainly due to the fact that the 

government considers education a necessity. All schools, from kindergarten to secondary, 

are the responsibility of the Ministry of Education (MOE). Pre-school and kindergarten 

education is optional, followed by ten years of free, compulsory education. For higher 

education, students enter university, either for academic or vocational courses. 

      Students can attend one of ten public universities, or one of nineteen private universities. 

A large number of Jordanian students choose to study at these institutions, as well as foreign 

students from all over the world. These are undergraduates studying for a first degree, or 

postgraduates studying for a Master’s degree, a PhD or a higher diploma. 

      The three universities with the most undergraduates are the University of Jordan in 

Amman, Yarmouk University in Irbid and Al Balqa Applied University in Salt. These are all 

public universities. An example of a newer university is the German-Jordanian University in 

Amman, which was set up in 2005 CE. It is a collaboration between the MOHE and 

Germany’s Federal Ministry of Education and Research, and it follows Germany’s model of 

education in Applied Sciences. 

      For students who wish to complete their university studies while working at the same 

time, it is also possible in some Jordanian universities to enrol onto online distance learning 

programmes. In the future, this option will become available in many other universities. 

Question Number One:-  (16 points) 
 

1. According to the text, Jordan has a high standard of education for one main reason. 

Write it down.  (2 point) 
 

2- Quote the sentence which shows that the Ministry of Education is in charge of running 

school education in Jordan.(3 points) 
 

 3- The article states two features (characteristics) of primary education. Write these 

features  down. (4 points) 
 

4- What does the underlined word " enrol " mean?  (2 points)  
 

5- What does the underlined pronoun " it " refer to? (1 point) 

SEE PAGE TWO……… 
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PAGE TWO 
6. It is said that the new university follows Germany’s model of education in Applied 

Sciences. Think of this statement, and write two benefits of following such new model.         

(2 points)  
 

7. Online Distance Learning has become an important way for students who want to 

complete their higher education while working. Suggest three benefits of such learning 

programme.         (3 points)  

                         

B. Literature Spot. ( 2 points ) 
 

Read the following extract from A Green Cornfield carefully, then answer the question 

that follows.  

The cornfield stretched a tender green 

To right and left beside my walks; 

I knew he had a nest unseen 

Somewhere among the million stalks. 

Which part of a plant is the stalk?   

Question Number Two (15 points)   

A. Choose the suitable item from those given to complete each of the following 

sentences. There are more words than you need. Write your answers down in your 

ANSWER BOOKLET. (8 points) 

 

 

 
1. You look really pale. I think you should _______________ a brake. 

2. My brother agreed to make a speech at the conference but, at the last minute, he 

____________________ and said he couldn’t do it. 

3. It is a great idea to ____________ a revision timetable before you start revising. 

4. In order to be a successful interpreter, you should know a lot about _______________ English. 

 
 

B. Study the following sentence and answer the question that follows. Write the 

answer in your ANSWER BOOKLET.     ( 3 points) 

The two companies didn't agree. Consequently, the negotiations were suspended.  

What is the function of the underlined expression " Consequently "? 

 

C. Choose the suitable item derived from those between brackets complete each of 

the following sentences and write it down in your ANSWER BOOKLET. (4 points) 

1. Before going to China, you should take a cultural _________________ course. (aware)   

2. It was a ________________ graduation present that I will never forget. ( memory) 

3. Please! Leave me alone. I am trying to ___________________. ( concentration)  

                                                                                             SEE PAGE THREE……… 
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PAGE THREE 
 

Question Number Three ( 16 points) 

 

A. Correct the verbs between brackets, then write your answer down in your ANSWER 

BOOKLET.  (4 points) 

1. If people ___________________ about global warming, they would have stopped using fossil 

fuels. (know) 

2. It has ________________ that learning a foreign language improves memory. ( prove)  

 

B. Complete the following sentences so that the new sentence is similar in meaning to the one 

before it, and write it down in your ANSWER BOOKLET.           (9 points) 

1. If you don't have a language degree, you won't be able to become an interpreter. 

Unless ________________________________________________________________________. 

2. Scientist say that waking up early in the morning makes you revise better for your exams. 

Waking up ____________________________________________________________________. 

3. There is less water in Jordan than there is in the neighbouring Arab countries. 

There isn't _____________________________________________________________________.  

 
 

 

Question Number Four (8 points) 
 
A. Read the following scenarios and complete the sentences about things that you regret from 

the past, using the words in brackets. Write the answers down in your ANSWER BOOKLET.  

(4 points) 

1. A meal that wasn't as delicious as you expected it to be. ( only ) 

_______________________________________________________________________________. 

 

2. A football match in which you didn't play as well as you should. (wish) 

_______________________________________________________________________________. 

   

B. Complete each of the following sentences by adding the correct question tags to the end of 

them, and write the answers down in your ANSWER BOOKLET.  (4 points) 

1. She has to sleep early tonight,_________________? 

2. Let's have a break, ___________________?   

3. Students aren't allowed to bring in their mobile phones, ___________________?    

SEE PAGE FOUR……… 
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PAGE FOUR 

Question Number Five (15 points) 

 

A: EDITING: (4 points)  

Imagine you are an editor in the Jordan Times, you are asked to edit the following 

lines that have four mistakes (two grammar mistakes , one punctuation mistake and 

one spelling mistakes). Find out these four mistakes and correct them. Write the 

correct answers down in your ANSWER BOOKLET.  

 

A: Could you telling me where I should revise for exams. 

B : If I were you, I will find a quiet place to study. However, Some students say they acheeve  

better results if they have some soft background noise. If that works for you, it’s fine. 

                                                                                                                      

 

B. GUIDED WRITING: (4 points)                                                     

Q2: Read the information below, and then write two sentences about the best ways to study. 

Use the appropriate linking words such as: and, too, also. 

- make a study schedule. 

- study in an appropriate setting. 

- keep a well – kept notebook. 

- learn the most important facts first. 

 

C. Free writing (7 points)  

 In your ANSWER BOOKLET, write a composition of about 120 words on ONE of 

the following: 

 
1- An informal letter to your friend telling him about the best places for tourists to visit in 

Jordan. 

 

2- Studying abroad has become an important way for students to complete their higher 

education. Therefore, many students choose to go on an exchange to study in another 

country. Write a three-paragraph essay about the benefits of this kind of study. 

 

THE END 
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Question Number One:-   
 

A: 1. This is mainly due to the fact that the government considers education a necessity.  

     2- All schools, from kindergarten to secondary, are the responsibility of the Ministry of 

Education (MOE).  

    3- Free and compulsory  

    4- To officially arrange to join a school, university or course 

5- The German-Jordanian University  

6. Students own answers 

7. Students own answers 

                         

B.  It is the long upright part of the plant that supports the leaves. 

Question Number Two (15 points)   

A. 1. Take                      2. got cold feet                  3. draw up                     4. regional  

B. To show result. 

C. 1. awareness                            2. Memorable                             3. concentrate  
 

Question Number Three ( 16 points) 
A. 1. had known                         2. been prove  
 

B. 1. Unless you have a language degree, you won't be able to become an interpreter. 

     2. Waking up early in the morning is said to make you revise better for your exams. 

     3. There isn't as much water in Jordan as there is in the neighbouring Arab countries.  

 

Question Number Four (8 points) 
 
A.  

1. If only the meal had been as delicious as I expected it to be.   

2. I wish I had played better. ( I wish I had played as well as I should.) 

   

B. 1. doesn't she                    2. shall we                 3. are they    

Question Number Five (15 points) 

 

A: 1. Telling: tell    2. To study. : To study?   3. I will : I would      4. acheeve  : achieve    

B. GUIDED WRITING:                                                      

Students own answers 

 

C. Free writing  
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THE HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF JORDAN 

MINISTRY OF EDUCATION 

GENERAL SECONDERY CERTICATE EXAMINATION- 2016  
GENERAL ENGLISH 

ورة  ى / اا اا   الجديد الكتاب/ا

DATE: - Sunday  26
th

   of June 2016                         TIME: 1 HOUR AND A HALF 

ت  ر) 1 (-:ظ ه ا د) 2.                             (ا     أ ھ وع ا   .  ا
ت)5: (د ا) 3( د ا   ).4: (، و

Read the following text about  Speaking a foreign language carefully, and then in your ANSWER 

BOOKLET answer all the questions that follow. Your answers should be based on the text. 
My name is Fatima Musa and I have worked as an interpreter for five years. Many students have emailed me 

about my work because they want to know what it would be like to do my job. So here is my reply. 

I have always been fond of languages. My father worked in many different countries when I was young and 

we usually travelled with him. When we visited a country, I always wanted to learn the language. At school I 

was very good at English. Therefore, I decided on a career as an interpreter. 

My job now involves going to important conferences and seminars around the world. When a person speaks 

in English at a conference, I listen to what they say through headphones. I then translate into Arabic while 

the speaker is talking. I give the translation through headphones to other people at the meeting. This means 

that anyone in the room who speaks Arabic can understand what people are saying. 

Is it an easy job? Not at all. English is not the same in all English-speaking countries. For example, the 

English words that are used in India are sometimes different to the words that people use in the UK, the USA 

or Australia. As well as knowing regional English, you also need to know a lot of specialist language. Some 

of the words that are used to talk about business, science or law, for example, make it almost a different 

language! 

Unless you have a language degree, you will not be able to become an interpreter. Provided that you have a 

postgraduate qualification, you will probably get a job as an interpreter quite quickly. If you get an interview 

for a job, you will need to show that you have good listening skills and a clear speaking voice. You will also 

need to show that you can think quickly and that you are able to concentrate for long periods of time. If you 

are successful, it is a secure and rewarding job. You will probably need to travel a lot, but that is not a 

problem as long as you enjoy visiting other countries. 

It is a very responsible job. I am aware that if I translate things badly, it could affect an important law or 

trade agreement between countries. However, you get a huge feeling of satisfaction when you know that 

people understand everything that you translate. 
 

Question Number One:-  (20 points) 
1- Many students emailed Fatima Musa, for What reason have they emailed Fatima Musa.       (3 points)                                                                      

2-  Fatima Musa says that English is not the same in all English–speaking countries; explain this statement.                                                                                                                          

                                                                                                                                      (4 points) 
3- Fatima Musa says to be an interpreter you should get one main condition, mention this condition.                                                                                                                  

                                                                                                                                        (2 points)  
4- What does the underlined word mean "regional".                                                             (2 points)  

5- What does the underlined word "Who " refer to?                                                              (2 point) 

6- The foreign speaker at the conferences should have many skill while speaking, these skills help the 

interpreters to translate these speakers statements. Suggest three skills that the foreign speakers should have .                                        

                                                                                                                                       (3 points) 

7-The graduate students should have many skills and qualifications in order to get good jobs. Think of this 

statement, and write down your point of view.                                                                      (2 points)  

 

  
SEE PAGE TWO………  
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PAGE TWO 

Literature Spot                                                                           (2 points)  

Read the following extract from "Around the World in Eighty Days" carefully, then answer the 

question that follows. 

 

"Passepartout, who had now rejoined his master, made a wry grimace, as he thought of his 

magnificent, but too frail Indian shoes. After a moment’s hesitation, he said, ‘Monsieur, I think I 

have found a means of conveyance.’ 
 

1. What kind of facial expression is a wry grimace, and why did Passepartout’s face show this 

expression? 

                       

Question Number Two (15 points)   

A. Choose the suitable item from those given to complete each of the following sentences. 

There are more words than you need. Write your answers down in your ANSWER 

BOOKLET.      (8 points) 

 

 

 
1. If you do a degree in Medicine or Law, you will find that your job  ………………… are better 

than if you do a more general degree. 

2. I’ve been thinking about a subject for m History project, and I’ve ………….some ideas. 

3. Studying ………………………. lets me focus on my love of language in an analytical way. It 

has introduced me to ideas  about language that I never thought of before. 

4. Ali never forgets anything! He’s got an amazing………………….. 

 

B. Study the following sentence and answer the question that follows. Write the answer in 

your ANSWER BOOKLET.     ( 3 points) 

 

She didn’t study well, because of that, she failed the exams.  

   What is the function of  the underlined expression? 

______________________________________________________________________. 

 

 

C. Choose the suitable item derived from those between brackets complete each of the 

following sentences and write it down in your ANSWER BOOKLET. (4 points) 

1. There are many ………….. accidents on this road. (repeat)   

2. The graduation ceremony was a very ……..……. Occasion for everyone. (memory) 

 

 

 

                                                                                             SEE PAGE THREE……… 
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PAGE THREE 
 

Question Number Three ( 16 points) 

 

A. Correct the words between brackets, then write your answer down in your ANSWER 

BOOKLET.  (4 points) 

1. Ali didn’t pass the exam yesterday. If only he ………………. Well. (study)  

2. If I ……… you, I would send text message. (be)  

3. It …………… that life will be changed in the future. (believe)  

4. Do you mind …………… me the essays, please? (send)  

 

B. Complete the following sentences so that the new sentence is similar in meaning to the one 

before it, and write it down in your ANSWER BOOKLET.           (8 points) 

1. They didn’t come to the party yesterday. 

If only _________________________________________________________. 

2. How can I fix this machine? 

Could you tell me _______________________________________________________________? 

3. There is no one is as beautiful as Laila in the tribe. 

Laila  ___________________________________________________________________. 

4. They think that learning a new language presents the brain with unique challenges.    

 Learning a new language_______________________________________________________. 

 

Question Number Four (7 points) 
 
A. Read each of the following sentences and complete the sentences with the First and the second 

Conditional, using the words in brackets , and write the answers down in your ANSWER BOOKLET.  

(4 points) 

1. If you don’t invite me to the party, I won't come to Amman. (unless) 

_______________________________________________________________. 

2.You should take suitable equipments. (were)  

_______________________________________________________________________. 
 

B. Complete each of the following sentences by adding the correct question tags to the end of 

them, and write the answers down in your ANSWER BOOKLET.  (3 points) 

1. Ali never visits Petra ,_________________? 

2. Nobody has lived in this house, ___________________?   

3. It's raining now, ___________________?      

SEE PAGE FOUR……… 
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PAGE FOUR 

Question Number Five (15 points) 

A: EDITING: (4 points)  
Imagine you are an editor in the Jordan Times, you are asked to edit the following 

lines that have four mistakes (on grammar mistakes , one punctuation mistake and 

two spelling mistakes). Find out these four mistakes and correct them. Write the 

correct answers down in your ANSWER BOOKLET.  
 

 Our country has a high standard of education. This are mainly due to the fact that the 

government considers education a necessity? All schools, from kindergarten to 

secondary, are the respensibility of the Ministry of Education (MOE). Pre-school and 

kindergarten education is optional, followed by ten years of free, compalsory education. 

For higher education, students enter university, either for academic or vocational 

courses. 

 

                                                                                                                      

1. ___________. 2. _____________. 3. ___________. 4. ___________.  

 

B. GUIDED WRITING: (4 points)                                                     

Q2: Read the information in the table below, and then write two sentences about How to 

revise the exams?. Use the appropriate linking words such as: and, too, also. 

–draw up timetable.          – change the order of the subjects in your timetable for each day.       

–take frequent breaks.      – make physical exercise. 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________. 

 

C. Free writing (7 points)  

 In your ANSWER BOOKLET, write a composition of about 120 words on ONE of 

the following: 

 
1- An informal letter to your friend telling him about your ideal job. Say how you will feel 

if you get it. 

2- A three-paragraph guide for students who will start Grade 12 next year telling them 

what they should do to be successful, and what it would be a good idea for them to do. 

Add any useful advice you can think of. 

  

 

THE END 
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THE HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF JORDAN 

MINISTRY OF EDUCATION 

GENERAL SECONDERY CERTICATE EXAMINATION- 2016  
GENERAL ENGLISH 

ورة  ى / اا اا   الكتاب الجديد/ا

DATE: - Sunday  26
th

    of June 2016                         TIME: 1 HOUR AND A HALF 

ت  ر) 1 (-:ظ ه ا د) 2.                             (ا     أ ھ وع ا   .  ا
ت)5: (د ا) 3( د ا   ).4: (، و

Read the following text about  Speaking a foreign language carefully, and then in your ANSWER 

BOOKLET answer all the questions that follow. Your answers should be based on the text. 
Speaking a foreign language, it is claimed, improves the functionality of your brain in several different 

ways. Learning new vocabulary and grammar rules provides the brain with beneficial ‘exercise’, which 

improves memory. As well as exercising the brain, it is thought that learning a new language also presents 

the brain with unique challenges. These include recognising different language systems and ways to 

communicate within these systems. These skills improve your chances of success in other problem-

solving tasks as well. It is said that students who study foreign languages do better, on the whole, in 

general tests in maths, reading and vocabulary than students who have only mastered their mother tongue. 

 According to a study carried out by Pennsylvania State University, USA, multilingual people are able 

to switch between two systems of speech, writing, and structure quite easily. It has been proved that they 

are also able to switch easily between completely different tasks. One experiment required participants to 

operate a driving simulator while carrying out separate tasks at the same time. The experiment showed 

that multilingual participants were less distracted by the other tasks and therefore made fewer driving 

errors. 

 It is believed that language learning can also improve your decision-making skills. When you speak a 

foreign language, you are constantly weighing up subtle differences in meaning of a word or the way that 

an utterance is made. This process is then transferred subconsciously to other situations in which judgment 

is called for, and decisions have to be made. 

Finally, learning a foreign language can also improve your ability to use your mother tongue more 

effectively. As you become more aware of the way that a language works, you begin to apply it to the 

language that you use every day. The skills you obtain from learning a foreign language, therefore, can make 

you a better speaker and writer in your own language.  

 

Question Number One:-  (20 points) 
 

1- The article states that speaking a foreign language improves the functionality of your brain in 

different ways. Write down two of these ways?                                                                    (4 points) 

2-  Write down the sentence which indicates that knowing how the language works  leading to applying 

it in your daily language.                                                                                                      (3 points) 

3- Learning a new language presents the brain with unique challenges. Write down  two examples of 

such challenges.                                                                                                                  (4 points)  

4- What does the underlined word mean "multilingual".                                                        (2 points)  

5- What does the underlined word "Who " refer to?                                                              (2 point) 

6-It is said that students who study foreign languages do better in general tests in maths, reading and 

vocabulary than students who have only mastered their mother tongue. Think of this statement and in 

two sentences write down your point of view.                                                                      (2 points)  
7- Students who study for their Tawjihi degree may find it difficult to organise their time and effort. 

Write down three ways that help them achieve better exam results.                                        (3 points) 

 

SEE PAGE TWO………  
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PAGE TWO 

Literature Spot                                                                           (2 points)  

Read the following stanza from "A Green Cornfield" by Christiania Rossettie carefully, then 

answer the questions that follows. 

 

A stage below, in gay accord,                                                               

White butterflies danced on the wing,                                            

And still the singing skylark soared,                                                   

And silent sank and soared to sing,  

 

1. What does accord mean? 

2.  Find an example of alliteration.                                                             

                       

Question Number Two (15 points)   

A. Choose the suitable item from those given to complete each of the following sentences. 

There are more words than you need. Write your answers down in your ANSWER 

BOOKLET.      (8 points) 

 

 

 
1. Zainab listens to music while she’s working. It helps her ………………….. 

2. My cousin is an electrician. Instead of going to university, he did a ………………..course at a 

local training college. 

3. As part of the interview, we will be asking all candidates to…………….a short task. 

4. I’m afraid I don’t …………..your name. Could you tell me again? 

5. Mariam is an excellent student. She gets top marks in ………………..subjects like 

History, Arabic and Maths. 

 

B. Study the following sentence and answer the question that follows. Write the answer in 

your ANSWER BOOKLET.     ( 3 points) 

 

If you send money to charity , you will make a difference  to a lot of lives. 

   What does the underlined collocation mean? 

______________________________________________________________________. 

 

C. Choose the suitable item derived from those between brackets complete each of the 

following sentences and write it down in your ANSWER BOOKLET. (4 points) 

1. I’m confused. Could you give me some…………………. please? (advise) 

2. You also need to know a lot of specialist language, as well as knowing …………….English. 

(region) 

 

 

                                                                                             SEE PAGE THREE……… 
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PAGE THREE 

 

Question Number Three ( 16 points) 

 

A. Correct the words between brackets, then write your answer down in your ANSWER 

BOOKLET.  (4 points) 

1. Could you _________________me a better way for revising lessons? (telling)  

2. It  _____________ that dolphins are intelligent. (say) 

 

B. Complete the following sentences so that the new sentence is similar in meaning to the one 

before it, and write it down in your ANSWER BOOKLET.           (8 points) 

1. They think that English exam will be easy. 

It _________________________________________________________. 

2. Where did they live last year? 

Do you know _______________________________________________________________? 

3. History isn’t as difficult as English. 

English  ___________________________________________________________________. 

4. Ahmad regrets sleeping late.  

Ahmad wishes _______________________________________________________________. 

 
 

Question Number Four (7 points) 

 
A. Read each of the following sentences and complete the sentences with the third conditional, using 

the words in brackets , and write the answers down in your ANSWER BOOKLET.  (4 points) 

1. I stayed at home, so I missed the celebration. (could) 

_______________________________________________________________. 

2.I didn’t get the right qualification, so I didn’t get a job quite quickly. (might)  

_______________________________________________________________________. 

 

B. Complete each of the following sentences by adding the correct question tags to the end of 

them, and write the answers down in your ANSWER BOOKLET.  (3 points) 

1. Samia has to leave Jordan tomorrow,_________________? 

2. Let me go with you, ___________________?   

3. Ali lived in Irbid last year, ___________________?      

SEE PAGE FOUR……… 
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PAGE FOUR 

Question Number Five (15 points) 

A: EDITING: (4 points)  
Imagine you are an editor in the Jordan Times, you are asked to edit the following 

lines that have four mistakes (on grammar mistakes , one punctuation mistake and 

two spelling mistakes). Find out these four mistakes and correct them. Write the 

correct answers down in your ANSWER BOOKLET.  
 

It is believe that language learning can also improve your decision-making skills? When 

you speak a forein language, you are constantly weighing up subtle differences in 

meaning of a word or the way that an utterence is made. 

                                                                                                                     

B. GUIDED WRITING: (4 points)                                                     

Q2: Read the information in the table below, and then write two sentences about How to 

revise the exams?. Use the appropriate linking words such as: and, too, also. 

–draw up timetable.          – change the order of the subjects in your timetable for each day.       

–take frequent breaks.      – make physical exercise. 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________. 

 

C. Free writing (7 points)  

 In your ANSWER BOOKLET, write a composition of about 120 words on ONE of 

the following: 

 
 

1- A three-paragraph guide for students who will start Grade 12 next year telling them 

what they should do to be successful, and what it would be a good idea for them to do. 

Add any useful advice you can think of. 

2- 1- An informal letter to your friend telling him about your ideal job. Say how you will 

feel if you get it. 

  

 

THE END 
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