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Literature spot A ¥ dady
| Remember, | Remember _s¥i A, sy )
Thomas Hood 25 (e gl

Stanza 1l

I remember, | remember,

The house where | was born,
The little window where the sun
Came peeping in at morn;

He never came a wink too soon,
Nor brought too long a day,

But now, | often wish the night
Had borne my breath away!
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Stanza 2

| remember, | remember,

The roses, red and white,

The vi‘lets, and the lily-cups,
Those flowers made of light!
The lilacs where the robin built,
And where my brother set

The laburnum on his birthday,—
The tree is living yet!
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Stanza 3

| remember, | remember

Where | was used to swing,

And thought the air must rush as fresh
To swallows on the wing

My spirit flew in feathers then

That is so heavy now,

And summer pools could hardly cool
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The fever on my brow! IAina o Al aal)
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| remember, | remember,

The fir trees dark and high;

| used to think their slender tops
Were close against the sky:

It was a childish ignorance,

But now ‘tis little joy

To know I‘m farther off from heav‘n
Than when | was a boy.
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This poem is filled with beautiful and vivid memories of a happy childhood, and
iImages kept real and alive of moments of great meaning and lasting memaories.
Thomas Hood wishes to get back to his childhood-days and the energy
and be free from pain that he suffers now as an older man.
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Thomas Hood keeps repeating "I remember, | remember". So this is the memory
of the poet's childhood.
Thomas Hood describes his childhood and the house where he was born.
LA A gil iy S5 A Baualll) oda AT, " SE ), oS3 ) S OB aga cala gl e LAl
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The beautiful days where the sun rays came in the morning. The sun has been
personified into a person who is never late to come or go and the poet is glad to
wake up on a sunny day to enjoy himself.
o agalll B ALL Y M) Lad il puadd) Cgrd Malua (uadld) dadl cipla doa Alaad) ALY elE) Sy
Adl aliadd Guadia a9y (B Bl A3l dew e LAl g G
In the last two lines from the first stanza, the poet says about his present
situation and how he wished that the night had borne his breathe. Maybe he
wished to die soon.
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The second stanza describes the days of the poet's childhood, where he sees
and feels the beautiful colors and smells the roses, lilies and the lilacs. (Symbols
of romantic love of nature). Also talks about a tree which his brother planted
long time ago.
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In the third stanza, the poet shows a mixing feeling between his past and present.
He talks about playing with a swing and enjoying the breeze and wind. He was so
energetic and high in spirits , but when he remembers those days in his present,
he is very tired now because of burdens of life.
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The pool water was very cool and he enjoyed it, but now it is not even sufficient
to cool his fever. It seems he is very ill now.
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In the last stanza, Thomas Hood remembers the tall fir trees and how he thought
when he was a child that their tops reached the sky. He was close to God living in
a blessed time, but those days he realized that he is away from God and he fears
for his eternal soul.
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Vocabulary:
1. Why does the poet describe the sun as peeping in line 4?
94 shul) A Bl (§ i LEl (uadd) e LA Ciuay 13l

It suggests that the sun slowly got brighter and brighter; at first it wasn’t very
bright.
M BB e (0 ) Bl MLl Ui B ) S gl uadd) oy sy

2. How do the word wing in line (20) and the phrase flew in feathers in line (21)
help us to work out the meaning of swallows in line (20)?
usu_\ou:.A‘,Jm&u(21)JM\UJUAAJJ\“_‘.JLEUAAJ(ZO)M\GJcL\AuSuﬁu_\S
(20) sl A (s sdlas) (swallows)

We all know that wings and feathers are both things birds have, and that they fly,
so a swallow must be a kind of bird.

3. How does the poet contrast his memories of the past with the present day in
the third stanza? Refer to the words in bold in your answer.
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The poet remembers his childhood being very happy ( My spirit flew in feathers
then) but now he is sad ( That is so heavy now). He also remembers the summer
pools that he probably used to enjoy cooling and swimming in on hot summer
days, but he is so ill now that they wouldn’t be able to cool him down (And
summer pools hardly cool / The fever on my brow!).
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4. In line (29), the poet refers to his ‘childish ignorance'. What was he ignorant
about?
fdala oLl (S as M dluall Adga” ) eldll judy (29) bl 4

The poet was ignorant about the size of the world; he used to think that the tops
of the fir trees nearly touched the sky. The poet probably thought this because he
was short and trees were so tall.
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5. In the second stanza, the poet expresses amazement that a tree (where my
brother set! The laburnum on his birthday) is still living, many years after it was
planted. What does this tell us about the poet's views of our relationship with
nature?
Y (e0he 1o B g il B adi 1A audg dua) Bad o) (pe AddRS G e LA g ALY (5 add) adalall
fAahl) pa UiBMe (o jeldl) i cilgay (o dlld Uiy e Lo ) (e Bagae &l gl day (sl ) 35

The poet is amazed by how trees can live long life, whereas people come and go.
It's clear, from his fond recollections of flowers (roses, lilies, violets and lilacs)
and also the birds (the robin), that he has derived a great deal of pleasure from
nature.
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6. The last three lines of the third and fourth stanzas suggest that the author has
lost his youthful joy and optimism. Do you agree with this viewpoint? Justify your
answer.
e D JA ) Jaliig A el 2B e LAl o ) il aal i g GAA o ) adalal) (ha B al) LGN !
A ) oda Bl dgag

| agree with this. The author seems to have lost his youthful joy and optimism. He
compares the past and the present, saying that in the past he was full of life and
was more happier.
O MR udlally daball (AR 9 L ladd) JLES b ek 4B e LAl O gau oda I Aga s aa (I
S QS g Blally Lsla GlS (el
Now he is getting to the end of his life but doesn’t have that joy and happiness
(My spirit ..... , is so heavy now). Also, he is ill (The fever on my brow) ,and
unhappy.
SSLAN "Ly, (oY) e ALE Ly ) Bl g 7l ey Y g g 0 e Al (e ity e LA Y g
A e g (A e aad) g
However, the poem also suggests that the poet is worried about what will happen
after his death. He is concern that as a child he was closer to heaven that he is
now (To know that I'm farther off from heaven / That when | was a boy).
Laie 45Y LA S Aild g day Al Gadag g o) La Ol (BHAIL il o L&Y o) 1 e Basall) o8 | Alld aagg
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7. Read the following lines from "I Remember, | Remember", and then answer the
guestions that follow.

The little window where the sun

Came peeping in at morn;

He never came a wink too soon,

Nor brought too long a day,

But now, | often wish the night

Had borne my breath away!

A. Find an example on personification in the lines. o padddl) le Jla
AL )
Where the sun came peeping in at morn; he never came a wink too
soon.
HE G0 ga o Py glheall (B panally gl B s L gy puadd) padidly oLl olb
ol gl
B. What does the underlined word "he" refer to?
He: the sun. gwedd) Jlo agad
C. What do those lines tell you about the present mood and situation of the poet
now?
¢ palal) cBgll B Abpudiy jeLal) Alad Luudlly jhul) oda Jai il o
It seems he is very sad, tired of life and wishes to die.
igall Al "l g cady gl € g I Geda SUAD O e O Ay ) sl

D. In "I Remember, | Remember"”, how does the poet compare his present and
past life throughout the poem? Write down two comparisons.
O e SH) SBanall) e ARLud) Adbay Adad) Alla e LAY ¢ Uy Cis | sk )| SN ) " Basad
- He compares the joy and energetic life of his childhood to the present sad life
with illness and weak body.
- He compares the blessed time when he was close to heaven as a child to his
adult in which he feels he is away from heaven.
Sl inada g Auda ya 9 AdyJadl () Adbs g Ay gaadl g 7 AN ddlal) A gikal) ) Al cp S AN (A8, -
el A Lgd iy (Al g 0 S (B (a3l Al gkl alyl pland) (e "My B A LS (oA & jlaal) (a3 e LA 0 -
slaad) (e M
E. In "l Remember, | Remember", why do you think the poet might be "farther off
from heav'n" now?

SOV sladl Ge ) 980 Layy e L) o) Sl 3l [ S A1 S ) " Banad b
| think the poet is an adult now and he has lost the "childish ignorance" that he
had when he was younger. Also, he might have done some mistakes that made
him farther from God.
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