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Adnan , a professional craftsman, is at work in his studio. With the oven at 1400 degrees
centigrade, 20 hours a day, a glass-making studio isn't the most comfortable place to be.
For Adnan, however, this is more than just a job. ‘My family has been blowing glass for

i around 700 years,’ he says. ‘My father learnt the craft from his father, and he taught it to
me when | was a child.’

Adnan is passionate about this ancient craft, and regularly gives demonstrations and

workshops to teach young people the skills of glassblowing. He strongly believes that

unless we interest more young people in learning the craft, nobody will know how to make
~hand-blown glass in the future. ‘these days, young people don't always want to follow

their parents’ professions, and, added to that, glassblowing isn’t an easy job. It has to be
an obsession, as itis forme !’

Adnan still uses the technique that was first developed by the Phoenicians some 2000
years ago. First, he pushes a thin metal blowpipe into the boiling hot furnace. Secondly,
he lifts out the liquid sand and lays it on a metal plate. After that, he blows the red-hot
glass until it becomes more flexible. Then he pulls and bends the glass into shape. Ha has

to work extremely quickly because the liquid sand is already solidifying into glass. Adnan
is making a delicate swan .

‘The sand gives us transparent, or “white”, glass,’ Adnan explains. ‘We get this beautiful
dark, cobalt blue by adding the metal cobalt to the melted glass. Then, this blue becomes
a lighter, sea-green turquoise after adding copper. Finally we decorate the glass by hand.’

‘These days we recycle broken glass . We also use commercially produced colours
instead of using natural ingredients as in the past. Apart from that, nothing else about this

craft has changed through the centuries. You can’t use a machine to do this work,” he

says. Yhe animed whichk

Quote the sentence which shows the object Adnan is making now .

Quote the sentence which shows the way used by glassmakers to decorate glass .

What does the underlined pronoun (it) refer to ?

Find a word which means ( acts of showing how to do something ) .

Two changes happened to the craft of glassmaking . Write down them .

More young people are not interested in learning the craft of glassblowing for

many reasons . Write down two of these reasons .

7. Some say traditional crafts have no pflace in today’s society . Think of this ‘
statement , and in two sentences ,wnt'e your point of view .

8. Mention three uses of glass in our daily life .

9'_Suggesﬂmee ways to preserve traditional crafts from disappearance .
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