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A Green Cornfield
Christina Rossetti

The earth was green, the sky was blue :

I saw and heard one sunny morn

A skylark hang between the two,

A singing speck above the corn ;

A stage below , in gay accord,

White butterflies danced on the wing ,
And still the singing skylark soared ,
And silent sang and soared to sing.
The cornfield stretched a tender green
To right and left beside my walks ;

I knew he had a nest unseen
Somewhere among the million’staiks .
And as | paused to hearhis song
While swift the sipny moments sild,
Perhaps his'matesat listening long ,

And listened longer than | did .
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Vocabulary

1-
2-
3-

A speck is something small.
If something is in accord, it is in agreement .
The word 'tender' suggests something fresh and young .

4- A bird lays eggs in a nest and when they hatch, it looks after the young and feeds

5-
6-

them .
The stem .
Swift means fast .

Comprehension
The poet describes how content she feels as she walks through a corn field.>As she walks
along, she sees a skylark flying in the sky. It doesn't sing as it flies quickly*t@"the cornfield.
The poet Knows that the skylark's nest is hidden in the cornfield. Shelimagines that its
companion is also listening somewhere in the cornfield .
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Analysis
1- Examples of alliteration
e | singing speck swift sunny slid
e | still singing skylark soared | listening long
e | silent sang soared sing listened |@ghgeér

Using alliteration creates music in the poem.

2-

The listener is the skylark’s mate.

The references to another listener.are:-
| knew he had a nest unseen.

Perhaps his mate sat listeninglong

And listened longer thap I\didk

3- We know that the peetilgaves the cornfield before the skylark has stopped singing

from the last liné\in thepoem ' And listened longer that | did.'
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A Green Cornfield

Christina Rossetti
The meaning of the poem:-
The poem is a celebration of life, nature and love.
ol s Laglall 5 sLally Jliia) o samsil
It focuses on a simple detail of a skylark singing.
gt 5 5ol ikl aede o Syl (A
(This bird is traditionally associated with joy and connects this with the idea of continuity of
life. .
Bladl Ay ) el B S8 ae Uiy 5 138 5 )l S5 aa s = A e ol Sl Jant Ty il s
The skylark has a nest and a mate, the song is just one sign that life goes on=*
5 _aiose 3lall of Ao Ao Laié s dueY) 5 dasgal g fsic 4l s il ik
There is an implicit contrast between the poet's solitary state and thespairing of the birds.
skl daal 9351 5 8 e LANDS 5 (e (Bl s
But the mood of the poem is joyous and life affirming. )
Bl 5 = jie sanadll alall sall (S
The narrator is reliving a special afternoon she once spent.ifmaicorn field.
BopeJid b Lgiiaal Aala Al S 4y ) )
For the first time she acknowledged’ the million stalKs
ALl i (g mSle Apeals Cayini 352 J5Y
And realizes how much humans should appreciatesthe rich, fertile soil of the earth ....
e o) Y NQRAN  al) 4 i) ) 5,08 o ) e oy oS i
and its ability to produce food for humanity, .
Al plaall ) o LS 0k
She finds solace in watching the bputterilies and pauses to listen to the skylarks serenading
one another.
. o) Leand ol il cad ias LAy 5yl sl ) aaiud ST 6 g LAl Baaliia (8 0 sl 2T s
She unintentionally loses track of time while in the cornfield ......
oA Jis 8 W s ol e il Lpaliun) 2885 Mad yay (8
Because she is treasuring each moment of listening to the sounds of the creatures ....
e 8 ) il el ) e L) e Adaal S LY
and witnessing.thé’commonly unnoticed beauty of nature.
LSl e gLl Al Jlas Lol 264
Rossettintakes a walk in the spring and finds a bird singing and soaring with life giving
enengy. )
Bhall o i A8y cland) (8 Blayy i | s aadg a )l Jiad (86550 ) )
The mood is quite joyous, and the playful freedom of the lark who dips and soars......

....... sall G Glags e G i 3l da el 5l il i a2 e dlall el
as butterflies dance between the stalks below , they express the optimism of tender, green,
youth .

c padl) sl Ll & Qs e e e JauY) 8 bl i o (a5 el il Ly
The poet is led to hypothesize the presence of an unseen love nesting below .........

-Y.
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if for no other reason than that the spring time demandsi it .......
1y bty M) G (A il 036 m 5l sl
and that the lark's exuberant acrobatics must be directed to another because joy and hope

cannot be solitary , but must be reciprocated .
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Coming as it does at the end of a happy poem about spring , the abrupt end line speaks)an

unspoken bitterness.
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The time has grown late, the sun is sinking, and the poet must get homefor dinner.
celall bl J 5l ) 2 sad O Gany 3 e Ll g casall e a8 Guadilly ¢ ADalie i ) mpal
Is that why she cannot stay to listen as the lark's mate listens?
i ) Jadi LS 3 ) olie ‘;\&wﬂ;@\w@mgﬂ\m&ﬁdﬂadﬁ
Or is that she is suddenly overwhelmed by loneliness, by the absehte of love in her own life.
ALl Lgla 8 canl) il bealt a1 L 58 5l L oy ol
By her jealousy and rage at an unseen bird who joys'in thé) songs and dances her husband
makes for her?
Ll len ) Ly Al bl 5 VL wiaiass b, it allia (b &Sl Letie Lgaiad 5 gl e s o
For you see, the poet has no husband to love.
ez ) el ol Be LAl 0 i LS
But the poet does not complain, literally,*she is looking for sympathy, she wants to
communicate a concept.
_Z\JL..UL'AJE.'\SQ\gﬂ@}&w\&&;ﬁ@‘éjﬁd&@éﬁﬁYBﬁm\oﬁ
It is possible to understand lovej réal love, as taking joy in other's accomplishments and still
to live without it.
O San @lld pa g anll e agd e Jie o AV @l Jladly & i Ladie ¢ Aiall aall ¢ ol agds Gl (Saall (e
all s Gl
That is the metaphor générated by the ironic ending to this poem.
Sanadll a3e] 3 Alull Algill (he dagdi Al Hlaall ga Gl

Christina'Roessetti:
She.was\anh English poet who wrote a variety of romantic, devotional, and children poems.
Shedwrote the poems’ Goblin Market’ and’Remember’, and the words of the 'Christmas
Carol ' In the Bleak Midwinter .
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