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GENERAL SECONDARY CERTIFICATE EXAMINATION -2015 

الدورة الشتوية – المستوى الثالث  (المنهاج الجديد)
إعداد الأستاذ إبراهيم حمدين (0795260939)  / ماجستير لغة إنجليزية
Question 1: Reading Comprehension: 23 points 

Read the following text carefully, and then in your ANSWER BOOKLET answer all the questions that follow. Your answer should be based on the text.

     When you are using a computer think about the technology that’s needed for it to work. People have been using types of computer for thousands of years. A metal machine was found on the seabed in Greece that was more than 2,000 years old. It is believed that this was the first ever computer. In the 1940s, technology had developed enough for inventors to make the first generation of modern computers. One such model was so large it needed a room that was 167 square meters to put it in. During that decade, Scientists in England developed the first computer program. It took 25 minutes to complete one calculation. In 1958 CE, the computer chip was developed.

     The first computer game was produced in 1962 CE, followed two years later by the computer mouse. In 1971 CE, the floppy disk was invented which meant that information could be shared between computers for the first time. The first PC (personal computer) was produced in 1974 CE, so people could buy computers to use at home. In 1983 CE, people could buy a laptop for the first time. Then, in 1990 CE, the British scientist Tim Benners-Lee developed the World Wide Web. However, it was not until 2007 CE that the first smart phones appeared. Today, most people use their mobile phones every day.
     What will happen in the future? You can already buy watches which can do the same as mobile phones. Scientists have also developed glasses that can do as much as this and more. Life in the future is going to see further changes in computer technology. It is likely that all aspects of everyday life rely on computer program, from how we travel to how our homes are heated.
A: 17 points

1. All aspects of everyday life rely on computer program in many ways. Write them down. (4 points)
2. There are many inventions that were completed between 1958 CE and 1975 CE. Write down two of them.  (4 points)
3. Two machines can do the same as mobile phones. Mention them. (2 points)
4. Write down the sentence which includes the size of the first computer. (3 points)
5. What does the underlined word "their" in the third paragraph refer to? (2 points)
6. Find a word in the text which means: " A way of using numbers in order to find value or prize. (2 points)
B) Critical thinking: According to the text, the writer states that most people use their mobile phones every day. Explain this statement and mention two usages of mobile

phones. 2 points
Read the following stanza written by Thomas Hood and then answer the questions that follow.  4 points
I remember, I remember

Where I was used to swing,

And thought the air must rush as fresh

To swallows on the wing;

My spirit flew in feathers then,

That is so heavy now,

And summer pools could hardly cool

The fever on my brow!

1. Find two examples of onomatopoeia.

2. How does the poet contrast his memories of the past with the present day? Refer to the speech.

3. How can you tell that ‘swallows’ are birds?

4. Find an example of personification

Question 2: Vocabulary: 12 points 
A) Choose the suitable item from those given in the box to complete each of the following sentences: 8 points

1. After the accident, Salma was in a ………… for two weeks.
2. King Hussein was a ………….. world figure in the twentieth century.
     3. Hospitals need to dispose a lot of ……………… waste, and it should be carefully managed because it can be dangerous.  

      4. I was shocked when I heard the news. It came completely …………...
B) Rewrite the following phonetic transcriptions into their words below: 2 points
1. / sku:l /  ................................
2. / eksesaiz /   ………………….
C) Complete the sentences with words derived from the words in the box below. 2 points


1. Who was the most …………… writer of the twentieth century? 
2. Have you seen Nasser’s ………… of postcards? He’s got hundreds.

Grammar: 20 points

Question 3: 
A) Correct the verbs between brackets: 6 points
1. I felt tired because I …………………. you for 3 hours. (be, wait)

2. I ………………. getting up early now. (use to)

3. The first computer ……………. in the 20th century.  (invent)

4. What ……… you ………………… in five years' time? (do)

5. By the year 2018, I …………………….. from university. (graduate)

6. I asked John to fix my computer. This sentence means that I had my computer ………….. (fix)

B) Complete each of the following sentences so that the new sentence has the similar meaning to the one before. 8 points
1. Someone has found my missing laptop.

My missing laptop ………………………………………………………..
2. Mohammed checked his emails, and then he started work. (before)

Mohammed had ………………………………………………………….
3. "We have to pass our exam next week".
The students said that …………………………………………………….

4. London is a huge city. It’s the capital of the UK.

London, which …………………………………………………………………
5. Al-Jazari invented the mechanical clock in the twelfth century.

The person ……………………………………………………………………...
6. Ali Ibn Nafi’ established the first music school in the world.

It was ………………………………………………………………………
7. Have you watched this film yet? (Rewrite the sentence in the American English)

……………………………………………………………………

8. They have a nice car. (Rewrite the sentence in the British English)

……………………………………………………………………

Question 4: 6 points
A) Rewrite the following words in the British English in the sentences below: 3 points
1. Modeling

2. Specialize

3. Favorite

B) Fill in the blanks using a, an, the, or no article in the following sentences: 3 points 

1. Where are ……….. Pontic Mountains?

2. My friend lives beside …………… Lake Geneva.

3. I have ……….. garden in my house.

Question 5: Writing  15 points

A) Imagine you are an editor in the Jordan Times. You are asked to edit the following lines that have four mistakes ( 2 grammatical mistakes and two spelling mistakes). Find out these four mistakes and correct them.

Scientists has already developed brian implants that improve vision or allow disabled people to use their thoughts in order to control prosthetic lembs like arms, legs or hands, or operate a wheelchair. They say that it help disabled people live better life. 
Grammatical:   1…………… 2……………
Spelling:          1……………. 2……………

B) Guided Writing: Read the information in the table below, and use them to write a short biography about Al-Kindi.  4 points
	Name
	Al-Kindi

	Place / Date of birth
	Iraq, 722 CE

	Profession
	Chemist

	Achievements
	Produced the Sulpheric Acid, invented a set of scales.

	Place / Date of death
	Demascus, 815 CE


C) Free Writing    7 points
Write (80 words) about one of the two topics below:

1. The Internet is a double-edged weapon. Write an essay about it. You should write about its advantages and disadvantages.

2. Our life has some changes in many areas. Write an essay about the changes we may see in the following decades. You should write about changes in the following areas: Education, health and technology.

THE END

Best Wishes………………….. Ibrahim Hamadeen (0795260939)
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