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It is believed that the Italians were the first people to come up with a sign language system in the sixteenth century. The idea was then taken to
France in the seventeenth century, where the language was developed further.
One of the early developers of sign language was Charles-Michel de I'Epée, whose mother tongue was French. He picked up sign language while
he was working with deaf people in Paris in the eighteenth century.
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The language was being used by two deaf sisters as a form of communication. De 'Epée then set up a school for deaf people, which was
replicated across Europe. It was the first time that sign language was actively taught, and it made an enormous impact on the lives of deaf people.
Just as there are different spoken languages in countries around the world, each country has its own sign language. Sign language is used as a
first language by about 70 million people in the world.
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The use of sign and spoken languages does not differ. Both can be used to provide and share information, tell stories, have informal discussions
and give formal talks. Both have different registers and dialects, and both are constantly evolving. Many varieties of the Arabic Sign Language have
been developed, and there are almost as many Arabic sign languages as there are Arabic-speaking countries. Recently, the benefits of learning
sign language are being promoted not only to deaf people, but also to those with normal hearing. In some schools, sign language is being offered
as a foreign language.Since, like all languages, sign language has a grammatical structure, it is now being recognised and taught as an optional
foreign language.
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Learning sign language is of enormous benefit to anyone, whether they can hear or are deaf. Like learning any new language, it involves and
challenges the brain. It also allows people who master sign language to be able to communicate with a new international community.
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