Educational technology
The Definition of Educational Technology by the Association for Educational Communications and Technology published in 1977 (Parts 1-3 of 16) 
1. Educational technology is a complex, integrated process involving people, procedures, ideas, devices, and organization, for analyzing problems and devising, implementing, evaluating, and managing solutions to those problems, involved in all aspects of human learning. 
In educational technology, the solutions to problems take the form of all the Learning Resources that are designed and/or selected and/or utilized to bring about learning, these resources are identified as Messages, People, Materials, Devices, Techniques, and Settings. The processes for analyzing problems and devising, implementing and evaluating solutions are identified by the Educational Development Functions of Research-Theory, Design, Production, Evaluation-Selection, Logistics, Utilization, and Utilization-Dissemination. The processes of directing or coordinating one or more of these functions are identified by the Educational Management Functions of Organization Management and Personnel Management. The relationships among these elements are shown by the Domain of Educational Technology Model. 
Educational technology is a theory about how problems in human learning are identified and solved.
Educational technology is a field involved in applying a complex, integrated process to analyze and solve problems in human learning.
Educational technology is a profession made up of an organized effort to implement the theory, intellectual technique, and practical application of educational technology.




2. Educational technology is often confused with "technology in education." 
Technology in education is the application of technology to any of those processes involved in operating the institutions which house the educational enterprise. It includes the application of technology to food, health, finance, scheduling, grade reporting, and other processes which support education within institutions. Technology in education is not the same as educational technology.
3. Educational technology is often confused with "instructional technology."
Instructional technology is a sub-set of educational technology, based on the concept that instruction is a subset of education. Instructional technology is a complex, integrated process involving people, procedures, ideas, devices, and organization, for analyzing problems, and devising, implementing, evaluating and managing solutions to those problems, in situations in which learning is purposive and controlled. 
In instructional technology, the solutions to problems take the form of Instructional System Components which are restructured in design or selection, and in utilization, and are combined into complete instructional systems; these components are identified as Messages, People, Materials, Devices, Techniques, and Settings. The processes for analyzing problems and devising, implementing, and evaluating solutions are identified by the Instructional Development Functions of Research-Theory, Design, Production, Evaluation- Selection, Utilization, and Utilization-Dissemination. The process of directing or coordinating one or more of these functions are identified by the Instructional Management Functions of Organization Management and Personnel Management. The relationships among these elements are shown by the Domain of Instructional Technology Model [see fig. 2]. The definitions of the elements in the Domain of Instructional Technology are given in tables 1, 2, and 3.
Thus, all of instructional technology fits within the parameters of educational technology, while all of educational technology does not fit within the parameters of instructional technology. If instructional technology is in operation, then of necessity, so is educational technology; the reverse is not necessarily true. In educational technology, the Development and Management Functions are more inclusive because they apply to more Learning Resources than just Instructional System Components-they include all resources that can be used to facilitate learning.
From: Association for Educational Communications and Technology. 1977. The definition of educational technology: A summary. In The definition of educational technology, 1-16. Washington, D.C.: AECT. 
Caveat: A concept as complex as educational technology requires an equally complex definition. All 16 parts-are meant to be taken as a whole; none alone constitutes an adequate definition of educational technology. 
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