Testing and Teaching


It is unfortunate that so many examinations in the past have led to a separation of testing from teaching. Both testing and teaching are so closely interrelated that it is virtually impossible to work in either field without being constantly concerned with other. Tests may be constructed primarily as devices to reinforce learning and to motivate the student, or primarily as a means of assessing the student's performance in the language. In the former case, the test is geared to the teaching that has taken place, whereas in the latter case the teaching is often geared largely to the test. Standardised tests and public examinations, in fact, generally exert such a considerable influence on the average teacher that they are often instrumental in determined the kind of teaching that takes place before the test.


Consider the effect of the following type of test item on the teaching of English:

Analyse into clauses, stating the kind and function of each clause :

We cannot go until we have finished these exercises.


when compared with the effect of the following item:


Rewrite each of the following sentences in another way but do not change the meaning. Begin each new sentence with the words given.

We cannot go until we have finished these exercises.

When.............................................. ...i


The former test item encourages teaching about the language while the latter encourages practice in using the language.

It can be argued with some justification that language examinations in the past have exerted a harmful influence on the language teacher and have considerably inhibited language learning by encouraging teachers to teachers to teach about the language. As a consequence, relatively few teachers sought to provide the maximum opportunatly for their students to practise the language itself.


Fortunately, many external examining bodies today seek to measure the candidate's actual performance in the language, and in this way sometimes exert a beneficial influence on syllabuses and teaching strategies. Yet, however much concerned a public examining body may be about the effects on teaching ( i.e. the backwash effects) of its particular examinations, the main purpose of that examination is to measure the candidate's ability to use the target language. The examination is thus primarily an instrument for measuring and evaluting performance
