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I will always remember the horror of receiving my chemistry result when I was thirteen years old. I knew it wasn't going to be high, but to come bottom of the class was very upsetting. It was all made worse by the fact that the chemistry teacher read the results to the whole class, from first to last place. My humiliation was complete. Students can have very negative reactions towards tests and it's no surprise when they too may have had experiences like this.
Why testing doesn't work
There are many arguments against using tests as a form of assessment:
· Some students become so nervous that they can't perform and don't give a true account of their knowledge or ability 
· Other students can do well with last minute cramming despite not having worked throughout the course 
· Once the test has finished, students can just forget all that they had learned 
· Students become focused on passing tests rather than learning to improve their language skills. 
Reasons for testing
Testing is certainly not the only way to assess students, but there are many good reasons for including a test in your language course. 
· A test can give the teacher valuable information about where the students are in their learning and can affect what the teacher will cover next. They will help a teacher to decide if her teaching has been effective and help to highlight what needs to be reviewed. Testing can be as much an assessment of the teaching as the learning 
· Tests can give students a sense of accomplishment as well as information about what they know and what they need to review. 
· In the 1970's students in an intensive EFL program were taught in an unstructured conversation course. They complained that even though they had a lot of time to practice communicating, they felt as if they hadn't learned anything. Not long afterwards a testing system was introduced and helped to give them a sense of satisfaction that they were accomplishing things. Tests can be extremely motivating and give students a sense of progress. They can highlight areas for students to work on and tell them what has and hasn't been effective in their learning. 
· Tests can also have a positive effect in that they encourage students to review material covered on the course. 
· At university I experienced this first hand, I always learned the most before an exam. Tests can encourage students to consolidate and extend their knowledge. 
· Tests are also a learning opportunity after they have been taken. The feedback after a test can be invaluable in helping a student to understand something she couldn't do during the test. Thus the test is a review in itself. 

Making testing more productive
Despite all of these strong arguments for testing, it is very important to bear in mind the negative aspects we looked at first and to try and minimize the effects. 
· Try to make the test a less intimidating experience by explaining to the students the purpose for the test and stress the positive effects it will have. Many may have very negative feelings left over from previous bad experiences. 
· Give the students plenty of notice and teach some revision classes beforehand. 
· Tell the students that you will take into account their work on the course as well as the test result. 
· Be sensitive when you hand out the results. I usually go through the answers fairly quickly, highlight any specific areas of difficulty and give the students their results on slips of paper. 
· Emphasize that an individual should compare their results with their own previous scores not with others in the class. 

Learning from tests
Finally, it is very important to remember that tests also give teachers valuable information on how to improve the process of evaluation. Questions such as:
· "Were the instructions clear?" 
· "Are the test results consistent with the work that the students have done on the course. Why/why not?" 
· "Did I manage to create a non-threatening atmosphere?"
All of this will help the teacher to improve the evaluative process for next time. 

Alternatives to testing
Using only tests as a basis for assessment has obvious drawbacks. They are 'one-off' events that do not necessarily give an entirely fair account of a student's proficiency. As we have already mentioned, some people are more suited to them than others. There are other alternatives that can be used instead of or alongside tests.
· Continuous assessment 

· Teachers give grades for a number of assignments over a period of time. A final grade is decided on a combination of assignments. 
· Portfolio
A student collects a number of assignments and projects and presents them in a file. The file is then used as a basis for evaluation. 
· Self-assessment
The students evaluate themselves. The criteria must be carefully decided upon beforehand. 
· Teacher's assessment 

· The teacher gives an assessment of the learner for work done throughout the course including classroom contributions. 

Conclusions
Overall, I think that all the above methods have strengths and limitations and that tests have an important function for both students and teachers. By trying to limit the negative effects of tests we can try to ensure that they are as effective as possible. I don't think that tests should be the only criteria for assessment, but that they are one of many tools that we can use. I feel that choosing a combination of methods of assessment is the fairest and most logical approach.
Useful Ways of Testing 
 

        Grammar
        Vocabulary 
        Dictation
        Comprehension   
        Composition 
One of the most important qualities of a good English language exam is variation in the way of testing. Here are some different ways for examining grammar, vocabulary, comprehension and composition.  So, not on any account should a teacher stick to just one or two ways of testing.  The following is just exemplary of how things are expected to go on, but of course your exam must not go outside the framework of the structures and vocabulary that have been taught to your students.
A-Grammar:
1 - They (is, are, am, be) from Saudi Arabia.           Choose (or Underline)
2- Ali (work) in an office                              Correct
3- a/is doctor? he                                         Rearrange to make a question.
4- He wrote a book about                                      Ask using "What"
5- He is play ....  football now.                      Complete
6- They make cars in Japan.                          Change into passive, etc.
7- Ali likes apples.                              Change into negative, etc.
8- Fuad reads magazines.          Start with the underlined word. Report
9- The teacher: Do you like English?             Report
10- If I were a bird, I ?.                            Complete
11-?doing/has/He/ been/for/this/ a year        Put in order
12- You didn't go there, ??                         Add tag question.
 
B-Vocabulary:
1 -Match A with B:
_____A________________________________B_____________
a-      Demand                                                   I- can be used
b- un-usable                                                      2- need
3- cannot be used
2-Write the correct words: -      [exits, melts, sun]
a-If you heat ice, it...
b-The.............  rises in the east.
3-Use one of these words in a sentence of your own [visible, visit]
4- Complete:
a-      The opposite of advantage is ?
b-     Conser ... means protecting the environment.
5 -Odd word out [or underline the odd word] book/ pen/ banana.
6- Re-write the sentence using ?equal?. Sami and Ali are of the same height.
7- Correct the mistake:  Saturday is the second day of the week.
C- DICTATION:-
1-     Write the missing letters ?
2- Complete:     1 one                     2 ?
3. Circle the correct spelling.  Aple/ apple/ able/ apble.
4. Re-arrange: heavy/ big.    Add ?s? fly/ wife.  Ad ?ing? to ?ride? / ?cut?
 
D- Comprehension
Some Yes/No & Eh-questions ((direct questions)).
1.     Find in the passage a word which means (e.g. many).
2.     Find in the passage the opposite of (e.g. expensive)
3.     Correct the sentence (or Put T or F) M-r. AI-All is a mechanic.
4.     The word (e.g. him) in line 5 refers to ?
5.     Choose: AI-Ali goes to work ...      a-by car      b-on foot      c- by boat
E- Composition
1.     Using guide words  (or a table).
2.     Using pictures.
3.     Using questions whose answers are to be elaborated.
4.     Summary in the students' own words.
 
