Tips and Techniques for Reading Aloud Practice
 
? Discuss the meaning of a text before you ask students to read it aloud.
? Sensitize students to the idea of sense groups and design tasks to train them to mark up a text with a pencil when they first read through silently. This can be done individually, compared in pairs and then practiced together before they try with you. Start doing this first with texts of a lower reading level which are easy for students to understand, so they can concentrate on the idea of sense groups.
? Use recorded texts from their books, graded readers on tape or recordings you have made (or read aloud). Assistants can make recordings together if you do not have commercial produced graded readers.
? Ask students to mark where the reader?s voice pauses naturally.
Students compare, listen and check and then try themselves.
The discussion is a learning experience.
? Students mark up a text into sense groups, listen to it read aloud and check their version.
? Encourage learners to look up and make eye contact with the listeners after each sense group is completed. This trains them to not read word-for-word but to read with meaning.
? Isolate specific problems to learners and focus on them in chunks rather than just reading text after text. For example, if students stumble in texts where there is some speech mixed with narrative, prepare lessons with extracts from texts with this type of speech:
?Are you really sure that?s a good idea?? asked Susan, looking puzzled. John continued to press every button on the machine in the hope that something might fix it.
Make a selection of five or six examples where the intonation patterns of the speaker are similar, expressing anger, surprise, curiosity or interest. Concentrate on questions, on short replies or on exclamations, etc. Combine it with examples on tape or video to focus on the intonation of a specific type.
? Remove the unstressed items from a short exam text. Ask students to predict what might be missing (pairs/groups). Listen to text read aloud and check predictions. Now practice reading aloud, trying to stress the important words.
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