Tips on choosing a text
 

? Length. The main aim is to generate free conversation or discussion. If your text is very lengthy and takes a good deal of time to wade through, there will be no time for much discussion. Short and succinct can be best. For example, a three-paragraph newspaper article, four or five comments by teenagers posted on-line during a debate, or a very funny short story with an unexpected ending.
? Visual support. It helps to set the context and prepare vocabulary if the text has a good supporting photograph or two.
? Relevance to students. Consider the age and also the experience of the students. Can they relate to the topic or is it too adult? They will have more ideas and opinions if they get personally involved.
? Balance. Vary your choice of text from serious to funny, though not so wacky that the students will miss the point ? much humour is culture bound. However, a debate on ways to curb teenage smoking, based on advertisements or an article, can be followed in a later lesson with a lighter topic related to music or fashion.
? Linguistic relevance. Have students got the necessary vocabulary and language to cope successfully with the topic? No matter how interesting, they may be lost for words and demotivated by a demanding text.
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