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THE HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF JORDAN
THE MINISTRY OF EDUCATION
AL-AMANI SCIENTIFIC SECONDARY SCHOOLS

ENGLISH LANGUAGE
SECOND SEMESTER

SECOND SECONDARY CLASS

FIRST EXAM / LEVEL FOUR
DATE: / 12017

Read the following text carefully , and then in your ANSWER BOOKLET answer all the

questions that follow. Your answers should be based on the text.
Speaking a foreign language, it is claimed, improves the functionality of your brain in
several different ways. Learning new vocabulary and grammar rules provides the brain with
beneficial ‘exercise’, which improves memory. As well as exercising the brain, it is thought
that learning a new language also presents the brain with unique challenges. These include
recognising different language systems and ways to communicate within these systems.
These skills improve your chances of success in other problem-solving tasks as well. It is said
that students who study foreign languages do better, on the whole, in general tests in maths,
reading and vocabulary than students who have only mastered their mother tongue.

According to a study carried out by Pennsylvania State University, USA, multilingual people
are able to switch between two systems of speech, writing, and structure quite easily. It has
been proved that they are also able to switch easily between completely different tasks.
One experiment required participants to operate a driving simulator while carrying out
separate tasks at the same time. The experiment showed that multilingual participants were
less distracted by the other tasks and therefore made fewer driving errors.

It is believed that language learning can also improve your decision-making skills.

When you speak a foreign language, you are constantly weighing up subtle differencesin
meaning of a word or the way that an utterance is made. This process is then transferred
subconsciously to other situations in which judgement is called for, and decisions have to be
made.

Finally, learning a foreign language can also improve your ability to use your mother tongue
more effectively. As you become more aware of the way that a language works, you begin to
apply it to the language that you use every day. The skills you obtain from learning a foreign
language, therefore, can make you a better speaker and writer in your own language.

Question Number One: (20 points )
1. Learning a new language presents the brain with two unique challenges. Write them down.
(2 points)

2.There are some qualities of multilingual people . Write down two of these qualities.
(4 points)

3.Quote the sentence which indicates that learning a foreign language affects positivelyon
the students’ performance in general tests . (4 points)
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4.What does the underlined word multilingual mean ? ( 2 points )

6. The writer states that learning new vocabulary and grammar rules provides the brain with
beneficial ‘exercise’. Suggest three other activities to help exercisingthe brain.  ( 3points)

7.The importance of learning foreign languages is universal. It benefits the learner in many
different ways. Think of this statement and in, two sentences, write downyour point of view.
(2 points)

Question Number Two : ( 15 points )

A . Choose the suitable item form of those given in the box to complete each of the
following sentences . (12 points)

optional , get cold feet , tuition, make a start, tailor-made

1. If you would like to learn to play the oud, you can get private

2. In many schools, studying a foreign language is

idea to continue learning a second language.

3. Some universities offer courses that are able to suit individual needs.
4.The deadline is tomorrow, and you haven’t done anything yet! You really must

B: Study the following sentences and answer the questions that follow .( 3 points)

If you send money to charity, you will make a difference to a lot of lives.
‘What does the underlined collocation mean ?

Question Number Three : (17 points)
A. Correct the verbs between brackets then write down your answers in your ANSWER
BOOKLET. (4 points)

why the sky sometimes looks red? (explain)
that the earth was flat. (think)
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B. Complete each of the following items so that the new item has a similar
meaning to the one before it. (10 points)

1.Students don’t like doing Music and Art as much as they like doing Maths.
Students like

3.Where does the bus go from, please ?
Could you tell me
4.They believed that the story was true .

5. Work is said to make you healthy and wealthy.
They say that

C. Study the following sentence and answer the question that follows . (3 points)
Keep your chin up ! I’'m sure everything will be fine in the end.

What is the function of using the underlined body idiom in the above sentence?

Question Number Five. (8 points)
A. EDITING: (4points)

Imagine you are an editor in the Jordan Times. You are asked to edit the following

lines that have two spelling mistakes, one grammatical mistake and one punctuation
mistake. Find out these four mistakes and correct them

If you do a degree in Medicine or Law, you will find that your job prospects are good than if
you do a more general degree. However : language proficiensy is becoming increasingly
important for anyone who wants to travel or work abroad for a large global company or
organisation. Remember, it’s never too late to study or change career direction. Studying is a
livelong activity — you’re never too old to start!
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B . GUIDED WRITING : ( 4 points)

Read the information in the table below , and then in your write two sentences about
why people should read more books . Use the appropriate linking words.

Why people should read more books
- develop verbal abilities.
- improve imagination skills.
- refresh memory .






