Unit 7

Indirect Questions
What Are Indirect Questions? L

Direct questions are the “normal” questions that we can ask to friends, family members,
and people who we know well.

Example of a direct question:
“Where’s the bathroom?”

Indirect questions are a little more formal and polite. We use them when talking to a
person we don’t know very well, or in professional situations, and their form is a little
different.

Example of an indirect question:
“Could you tell me where the bathroom is?”

Forms of indirect questions

We can begin impersonal questions with

Couldyoutell me ..........coooovvrniie it i ?
DO you KNOW .......coooiin it e et b ?
Do you mind telling me ....c...occoeeiiiiienn ?
Could you explain.......c........iueeeii e ?

The structure is then the same as in reported questions. Unlike reported questions, the
sentence ends with a question mark.

Yes/No questions are introduced with if or whether.
Do.you know if/whether there’s a postbox near here, please?
Other questions are introduced with what, who, why, when, where, how, etc.
Could you tell me what the time is, please?
Do you know who that man is?
Do you mind telling me why the train is late?
Could you tell me where the nearest bank is, please?

Could you explain how you solved this puzzle?




Direct Questions
There are two types of questions
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Where do you live? I live Il Amman. Do.you speak Italy? No, I don't.
How many kids do you have? Have you ever been to Canada?
How old are you? Is Barcelona your favourite team?

Which is your favorite book, History or Maths?* Will she come to visit me?

Indirect questions

We use indirect questionsto make our requests or questions more polite.

There are many forms to begin indirect questions such as:

Could youtell men.........occooovviiiiiii ? ) o S urctonce
Can you telbme ....oiirereeecrecnnne. R ? 7, leam o
Do.you KNOw ....ccccoooviviiiiiiiin e ?

Have youanyidea ..........ccovcerrierniininnnnnn, ?

Would you mind telling me..........ccccccceeeenene. ?

Do you mind telling me.........ccccoeiiiiniiinen ?

[ would like to KNOw........ccooviiiiiiii e ?

[ wonder if you could explain.........cccceveniieiniincnnns ?
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W _// H questions
e.g.: ﬂ

(direct question) How old are you?
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(indirect question) Can you tell me how old you are?
When will - start her new job?
Do you Mind elling MIe...coeunniii e e i ettt et e e ean ?
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Where does she live?

Do you mind telling me where she lives?

How much time do we need to get a visa?

Do you mind telling me how much time we need to get a visa?
How did you come here?

Could you tell me how you came here?
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Direct Question Indirect Question
1. Why is he unhappy? Canyoutell me ....cocovviiiiiiinii b
2. When is the restaurant closing? Could you tell me .....cccevevieiiiirne st enne e
3. Why was he late for the meeting? DO you Know..... coovee i et i
4. What were you doing at 3pm2{ ; /Cén“:y?u eIl INE ouviun e tir e o eer e eeeeneeeas
——

5.Where does Lucy live?

8| Have'you any idea

6.How long has she been living here? [ would like to kKnow... ..o
7. Why had she quit her job before she

Would you telling me ........cccovveriieinieniieenne
moved here?
8.When will she start her new job? Could you tell me .......cocoeeveiiiiiincicecee
9. How long had she been living here

Canyoutell me ....cocovviiiiiiiiii e
when she met you?
10. When did she start her.new job? Do you mind telling me .........cccceeviiniinienns
11. When is it going to rain? Could you explain .......cccervvinie e
12. What time will Lisa be:meeting the

Could you tell me ....occcvveeviiiin e
boss?
13. When will he have finished the

Could you tell me .......oooveveriiir e
report?
14. How long will he have been studying

Could you tell me .......ooeeevieriiinie e

French when he retires?

15. What should we do now?

Could you tell me




Yes/ No Questions

e.g.. m

(Direct question) Is it possible to raise your voice?
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Do you mind if it is possible to raise your voice?
.................................................... L il JUie (S
Were you watching TV at 3pm?
Couldyou tell me....... ... e Bt e e e e e e e e eee ?
4y

Could you tell me if you were watching TV at 3pm?

Will he start his new project next week?

Doyoumind telling me ............ccooriiii i ?

Jall

Can you tell me if he will start his new project next week?

What is the time, please? Could you tell me what the time is, please?
Who is thatman? Do you know who that man is?
Why is the train late? Do you mind telling me why the train is late?

Where is the nearest bank, please? = Could you tell me where the nearest bank is, please?
How did you solve the puzzle? Could you explain how you solved this puzzle?

Is there a postbox near here, please? Do you know if/whether there’s a postbox near here,
please?




1-Is he Spanish? Can you tell Me ..coooveiei i e ?
2-Is the restaurant closing now? | Do you mind telling .........ccccovviiniiinininin e ?
3-Was he late for the meeting? Could you tell Me ....ccceveriiiiie e e e ?
4-Were you watching TV at 3pm? | Can you tell Me ..o e et ?
5-Has Lucy been to Mexico? DO YOU KNOW .ottt e 0 b i e e s ?
6-Has she been living here long? | Can you tell Me .......cooooiviiriiinen st i s e ?
7-Had she found this job when )
she moved here? Could you tell ME ..ocovivieiie e S e S e e e £
8-Had she been living here long DO YOU KNOW ..ot e e e e ?
when she met you?
9-Will she start her new job next Can you tell me ifi.....iu. e i e ?
week?
10-Is it going to rain later? Could you tell me..o...coereciiiiin e ?
11-Will Lisa be meeting the boss Do you mind telling me .........ccceiieeeiveerere e e e ?
later?
12-Will he have finished the
' ?
report by tonight? Could you tellme if.......cccoovcieiiiiiii e
13-Will he have been studying
French for twenty years when he [ Canyoutell me if.........cccoooviiiiiiiiiiiie e ?
retires?
14-Should we start now? Do you mind telling me ........ccoeroiiieiiiene e ?
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Direct Question Indirect Question
Where does David live? Can you tell me where David livegl
Why did Amanda call John yesterday? | Can you tell me why Amanda called John yesterday?
Direct Question Indirect Question

Does David live in London? Can you tell me if David lives in London?

Did Amanda call John yesterday? Can you tell me if Amanda called John yesterday?
Where is the station?
Could you tell me where the station is?Nor:Could you tell me where-is the station?




Student’s book p 51
5. Re-write these direct questions as indirect questions.
1 Where should I revise for exams?
Couldyoutellme ..o e
2 How much sleep do teenagers of our age need?
DO YOU KNOW ... e e e e e
3 Is it possible to improve your memory?

DO YOU KNOW ... e e s

4 What do you mean by ‘mnemonics’?

Do you mind telling me

5 What should I do on the day before the exam?

COoULld YOU @XPIAIN........ooiiii i e e e st e st te e sbe e et e ea e e e e ee e e nn e e

4. Complete the questions with words from the box. Activity book p 35

how - how much - if - when - where -whether - who - why

1. D0 yOU KNOW .. Bt we can take water into the exam?

2. Could you tell me.........civioeetur e et this book costs, please?

3. Do you know... ettt I've passed my exam or not?

4. Do you mind telling me.....e..coevviennnneee the library is?

5. Could you explain......cc.ccooveriinenees I can solve this Maths problem?

6. Could you'possibly tell me..........ccoeciviiiiiniiiien e the Arabic teacher is?
7.Do you KNnow .ii....ceeeeevennnenns we’ll know our results?

8. Do you mind explaining ..........cccocoerrveenne. the sky sometimes looks red?




5. Complete the following indirect questions. Activity book p (36)

1. Can you suggest a healthy breakfast?

DO YOU IMUIIA......coooireericiicrirs st ssss s ss s st et snsnssnsnnes ?
2. Please help me to plan my revision.

DO YOU MU ... ettt e e e e s e .
3. How can I relax?

DO YOU @XPIaIN ... ..o e ?

4. Are we allowed to eat sweets during the exam?

6. Re-arrange the words to make indirect questions.

1. if / revise / you / explain /I / the / could /best / wonder / to / way /.

5. know /in / would / you / the / happen / whether / to / morning / or / the / in / exercise
/ is / better / evening / ?




Complete the following indirect questions.

Could you explain the best way to revise? | Wonder........ccccocviriieien e ?

How much sleep does teenager need? Do you KNOW..........ccccevviiiiiiin s ?

How much revision should I do? Could you tell me.........ccoominiiiiiiiii e ?

Can you give me a glass of water? Do you MinNd........ccccceeiviiriinieienins e e aifie e e ?

[s exercise better in the morning or in the evening? Do you know..............ec . s ?
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1. How can I get to. Queen Alia Airport by public transport?
Could YoU TelME .. i
2. Is there a.connection between the amount of TV people watch and how fit they are?
DO YOU KO, . ... ot e e e e
3.Are students allowed to navigate the internet during the open exam?

Do you

4. Does the bell ring at eight or half past ten?
DO YOU RIOW ... et et e e es e e es e e e e e s e e neesr e sreenn e e
1. “What can’t we bring onto the plane”?

Could you tell ME..........co o e e e e




