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GENERAL SECONDARY CERTIFICATE EXAMINATION-2018
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SECTION ONE : READING (35 POINTS)
PART ONE : READING COMPREHENSION :

Read the following text carefully, and then in your ANSWER BOOKLET answer
all the questions that follow. Your answer should be based on the text.

In England, almost 50% of school leavers go on to higher education. The figure has not
always been as high as this. Twenty years ago, it was closer to 30%, and thirty years before
that, it was only about 5%. Another huge change has been financial. Before 1998 CE, higher
education in the UK was completely free for UK citizens. Since then, tuition fees have been
introduced. Most students borrow this money from the government. They don't'have to repay it
immediately. Instead, they pay it back slowly out of future earnings.

Despite the high cost, most students choose to study away from home. A recent survey of
17,000 students revealed that only 7% wanted to stay at home while they studied for their
degree. Of course for most young people, living away from home means borrowing even
more money from the government. So why don’t students choose to avoid debt by staying at
home, where they don't have to pay rent? Most of them say that they want to move to the
university of their choice, rather than the nearest one. Another strong motive is the desire to
live in a new culture. Where do these students live? Many have rooms in halls of residence,
especially in their first year; others rent flats or houses. A lucky minority live in property
that their parents have bought for them . Most of them need to learn to cook, do their own
washing and manage their time and money.

A. 1. Question Number One ( 22 points )

1. There are two huge changes which occurred in higher education in England.
Write them down. (2 points)

2. The writer mentioned two reasons that make students choose to study away from home.
Mention them. (2 points )

3. There are many challenges facing the students who choose to study abroad.
Mention three . (3 points)

4. What does the underlined word " motive " mean ? (2 point)

5. Quote the sentence which indicates that studying away from home is expensive . (3 points)

6. What does the underlined pronoun " it "' refer to ? (2 point)

7. Studying abroad is beneficial and helpful to students.
Suggest three things they can achieve by studying abroad. (3 points)

8. The number of students who go on to higher education increased in the last years and this
helps in the prosperity of their country .
Think of this statement and, and in two sentences, write down your point of view. (2 points)




B. Literature spot : (3 points)

Read the following lines from " The Green Cornfield " carefully, then answer the
question that follow:

A stage below, in gay accord,

White butterflies danced on the wing,

And still the singing skylark soared,

And silent sank and soared to sing.

1. The poet uses many examples of alliteration. Find one example.
What effect is the poet trying to achieve with this technique ?

2. What does the word " accord " mean ?

Question Number Two (15 points )

A. Choose the suitable item from those given to complete each of the following
sentences and write it down in your ANSWER BOOKLET. ( 8 points )

1. I am not sure if it will be warm enough to have a barbecue . wewill have to

2. By working hard, you will earn the of your boss.

3. The deadline is tomorrow, and you haven't done anything yet! You really must
4. Language is becoming important for anyone who wants to travel or work.

B. Study the following sentence and answer the question that follows.
Write the answer in your ANSWER BOOKLET. ( 3 points )

1. Every fireman should do his job responsibly .
Replace the underlined word with the correct gender-neutral words.

2. We were late due to the traffic.
What is the function of using the underlined word "due to" ?

C. Complete the following sentences with the suitable words derived from the words in
brackets and write the answers down in your ANSWER BOOKLET. ( 6 points )

1. If you work ‘hard, I'm sure you will
( success =-succeed - successful )

2. Congratulations on a very business deal.
(succeed - success - successful )

3. Before an exam, you must everything you have learnt.
(revision - revise - revisable )

to take regular breaks when revising.
( benefit — beneficial — beneficially )

5. You need at language to work fast.
(proficient - proficiently - proficiency)




Question Number Three (13 points )

A. Correct the verbs between brackets : (4 points )
1. Doing exercises is to be good for the brain. ( believe )

2. I regret that he didn't study well. I wish he his exams.  ( pass)

3. If you boil water, it . (evaporate)

4. The Olympic Games every four years. (hold)
5. All the students early, didn't they ? (arrive)

6. Unless you respect others, no one you. (respect)

B. Complete each of the following items so that the new item has a similar meaning to
the one before it, and write it down in your ANSWER BOOKLET. ("9 points )

1. Teachers say that some students will make a revolution in technology.
Some students

2. How much exercise should you do everyday ?
Do you mind

3.1 didn't have any experience.
I wish

4. Reading English stories is more interesting than reading Japanese stories.
Reading Japanese stories isn't

. If he doesn't come early , he will miss the match .
Unless

. Engineers have claimed that building bridges reduces the traffic jams .
Building bridges

. English students have less information than Japanese students.
Japanese students don't

8. Scientists have made an interesting experiment.
An

9. Who is in charge of these students ? ( responsible )
Who

Question Number Four (.7 points )
A. Read the following situations and complete the sentences with the third conditional,
using the words in brackets. Write the answers down in your ANSWER BOOKLET. (4 points)

1. I didn't tecognize Ali, so [ wasn't able to speak with him. (If, could)

2. Weiinvited them yesterday because the graduation ceremony was in Jerash. (If , would not)

3. I'didn't arrive early , so I missed the meeting. (If , would not)

B. Complete each of the following sentences by adding the correct question tag to the end of
each of them. Write the answers down in your ANSWER BOOKLET. (3 points )

1. Salem has done his homework recently ,
3. Let's talk to the principal ,
4. This car doesn't work well ,




C. Choose the correct word and write the answers down in your ANSWER BOOKLET. ( 5 points

1. Do you mind telling me the library is ?

a- if b- wheather c- where d- when
2. Did you leave Fatima out ? Remember, is invited .

a- he b- her c- she d- them

3. The result of the experiment which we yesterday were very interesting.
a. carried out b- came up with c- came about d- look up

4.1 have to start my essay , !
a-dol b- haven't 1 c-don'tl d- have I

5. At the moment a lot of research into the language .
a- is doing b- do c- is being done d- is been done
6. It was too hot to go to the beach yesterday. If only it

a- were b- was c- had been d- has been

7. The teacher asked us our favourite books.

a- into c- at d- about

Question Number Five ( 15 points )
A. EDITING : (4 points)

Imagine you are an editor in the Jordan Times. You are asked to edit the following lines that
have four mistakes. ( one grammar mistake , one punctuation mistake and two spelling

mistakes ) . Find out these four mistakes and correct them. Write the correct answers down in
your ANSWER BOOKLET .

Speaking a forein language, it is claimed . improves the funktionality of your brain in
several different ways. Learning new vocabulary and grammar rules provide the brain with
beneficial 'exercise', which improves memory. As well as exercising the brain, it is thought
that learning a new language also present the brain with unique challenges.

B. GUIDED WRITING : (4 points)

Read the information in the table below., and then in your ANSWER BOOKLET ., write two
sentences about Why people should read more books . Use the appropriate linking words such

as: and, too, also, etc

Why people should read more books
- develop verbal abilities
- increase focus and concentration
- refresh money
- improve imagination skills

C. FREE WRITING : ( 7 points )
In your ANSWER BOOKLET, write a composition of about 80 words on ONE of the following :

1. You have read an advertisement in the Jordan Times magazine about the job of a researcher for
a pharmaceutical company. Write a letter applying for the job, mentioning qualifications, your
personal attributes, your degree and the reason for applying for this job.

Your name is Jehad , Your address is P.O. Box 242, Amman, Jordan

2. The job of an interpreter is secure and rewarding , but it needs special skills and qualities .
Write an essay about the skills that you have to obtain in order to be a professional interpreter
and the benefits that you can achieve from this job .
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SECTION ONE : READING (35 POINTS)

PART ONE : READING COMPREHENSION :

Read the following text carefully, and then in your ANSWER BOOKLET answer
all the questions that follow. Your answer should be based on the text.

In England, almost 50% of school leavers go on to higher education. The figure has not always been as high
as this. Twenty years ago, it was closer to 30%, and thirty years before that, it was only about 5%. Another
huge change has been financial. Before 1998 CE, higher education in the UK was completely free for UK
citizens. Since then, tuition fees have been introduced. Most students borrow this money from the gevernment.
They don't have to repay it immediately. Instead, they pay it back slowly out of future earnings.

Despite the high cost, most students choose to study away from home. A recent survey of'17,000 students
revealed that only 7% wanted to stay at home while they studied for their degree. Of course for most young
people, living away from home means borrowing even more money from the.government. So why don’t
students choose to avoid debt by staying at home, where they don't have to pay rent? Most of them say that
they want to move to the university of their choice, rather than the nearest-one. Another strong motive is
the desire to live in a new culture. Where do these students live? Many have rooms in halls of residence,
especially in their first year; others rent flats or houses. A lucky minority live in property that their parents
have bought for them . Most of them need to learn to cook, do their_own washing and manage their time
and money.

A. 1. Question Number One ( 22 points )

1. There are two huge changes which occurred in higher education in England. Write them down.

1. The change of school leavers go on to higher education over 50 years from 5% to 50%. (2 poines)

2. financial

2. The writer mentioned two reasons that make students choose to study away from home.
Mention them. (2 points )

1. They want to move to the univetsity of their choice, rather than the nearest one.

2. Another strong motive is the desire to live in a new culture.

3. There are many challenges facing the students who choose to study abroad. Mention three .

3 points

Most of them need todeaen to cook, do their own washing and manage their time and money. (Pt

4. What does the-underlined word " motive " mean ? (2 point)
reason

5. Quote thessentence which indicates that studying away from home is expensive . (3 points)
" Of course for most young people, living away from home means borrowing even more money from the
government."
6. What does the underlined pronoun " it "' refer to ? (2 point)
The figure or the percentage

7. Studying abroad is beneficial and helpful to students.
Suggest three things they can achieve by studying abroad. (3 points)

Making friends - learning new cultures - increasing awareness - developing skills - developing abilities
8. The number of students who go on to higher education increased in the last years and this helps in the prosperity of
their country .Think of this statement and, and in two sentences, write down your point of view. (2 points)
Suggested answer : I think this statement is true because learning helps students to increase their awareness and
knowledge, so they can make new things and new inventions that help in the development of their countries . Also,
they can employ what they have learnt about the advanced technology in increasing their country's economy .




B. Literature spot : (3 points)

Read the following lines from " The Green Cornfield ' carefully, then answer the question
that follow:

A stage below, in gay accord,

White butterflies danced on the wing,

And still the singing skylark soared,

And silent sank and soared to sing.

1. The poet uses many examples of alliteration. Find one example. silent sank
What effect is the poet trying to achieve with this technique ?

Alliteration adds to the rhythm of the poem and also links dissimilar words together.
2. What does the word ' accord " mean ? something in agreement

Question Number Two ( 15 points )

A. Choose the suitable item from those given to complete each of the following
sentences and write it down in your ANSWER BOOKLET. ( 8 points )

1. T am not sure if it will be warm enough to have a barbecue . we will have.to ---- play it by ear

2. By working hard, you will earn the respect of your boss.

3. The deadline is tomorrow, and you haven't done anything yet! You really.must make a start

4. Language proficiency is becoming important for anyone who wants to travel or work.

B. Study the following sentence and answer the question that follows.
Write the answer in your ANSWER BOOKLET. (3 points )

1. Every fireman should do his job responsibly .
Replace the underlined word with the correct gender-neutral words. Firefighter

2. We were late due to the traffic.
What is the function of using the underlined word "due to" ? Showing cause

C. Complete the following sentences with the suitable words derived from the words in
brackets and write the answers down in your ANSWER BOOKLET. ( 6 points )

1. If you work:hard, I'm sure you will
(success - succeed - successful )

2. Congratulations on a very business deal.
(succeed - success - successful )

3. Before an exam, you must everything you have learnt.
(revision - revise - revisable )

to take regular breaks when revising.
( benefit — beneficial — beneficially )

5. You need at language to work fast.
(proficient - proficiently - proficiency)




Question Number Three (13 points )

A. Correct the verbs between brackets : (4 points )
1. Doing exercises is to be good for the brain. ( believe )

2. I regret that he didn't study well. I wish he his exams.  ( pass)

3. If you boil water, it . (evaporate)

4. The Olympic Games every four years. (hold)
5. All the students early, didn't they ? (arrive)
6. Unless you respect others, no one . (respect)

B. Complete each of the following items so that the new item has a similar meaning to
the one before it, and write it down in your ANSWER BOOKLET. (9. points )

1. Teachers say that some students will make a revolution in technology.
Some students are said to make a revolution in technology.

2. How much exercise should you do everyday ?
Do you mind telling me how much exercise you should do everyday ?
3.1 didn't have any experience.
I wish I had had many experience.
4. Reading English stories is more interesting than reading Japanese stories.
Reading Japanese stories isn't as interesting as reading English stories.
. If he doesn't come early , he will miss the match .
Unless he comes early, he will miss the match.
. Engineers have claimed that building bridges reduces the traffic jams .
Building bridges has been claimed to reduce the traffic jams.
. English students have less information than Japanese students.
Japanese students don't have as much information as English students.
8. Scientists have made an interesting experiment.
An interesting experiment has been made by scientists.
9. Who is in charge of these students'? ( responsible )
Who is responsible for these,students ?

Question Number Four (7 points )

A. Read the following situations and complete the sentences with the third conditional,
using the words in brackets. Write the answers down in your ANSWER BOOKLET. (4 points )

1. I didn't recognize Ali, so I wasn't able to speak with him. (If , could )
If I had recognized Ali, I could have spoken with him.

2. We invited them yesterday because the graduation ceremony was in Jerash. (If , would not)
If theigraduation ceremony hadn't been in Jerash, We wouldn't have invited them yesterday.

3. I'didn't arrive early , so I missed the meeting. (If , would not)
If I had arrived early , I wouldn't have missed the meeting.

B. Complete each of the following sentences by adding the correct question tag to the end of

each of them. Write the answers down in your ANSWER BOOKLET. (3 points )

1. Salem has done his homework recently ,
3. Let's talk to the principal ,
4. This car doesn't work well ,




C. Choose the correct word and write the answers down in your ANSWER BOOKLET. ( 5 points

1. Do you mind telling me the library is ?

a- if b- wheather c- where d- when
2. Did you leave Fatima out ? Remember, is invited .

a- he b- her c- she d- them
3. The result of the experiment which we yesterday were very interesting.
a. carried out b- came up with c- came about d- look up

4.1 have to start my essay , !
a-dol b- haven't 1 d- have I

5. At the moment a lot of research into the language .
a- is doing b- do c- is being done d- is been done
6. It was too hot to go to the beach yesterday. If only it

a- were b- was c- had been d- has been

7. The teacher asked us our favourite books.

a- into c- at d- about

Question Number Five ( 15 points )
A. EDITING : (4 points)

Imagine you are an editor in the Jordan Times. You are asked to edit the following lines that
have four mistakes. ( one grammar mistake , one punctuation mistake and two spelling
mistakes ) . Find out these four mistakes and correct them. Write the correct answers down in
your ANSWER BOOKLET .

Speaking a foreign language, it is claimed , improves the functionality of your brain in

several different ways. Learning new vocabulary and grammar rules provide the brain with
beneficial 'exercise', which improves memory. As well as exercising the brain, it is thought
that learning a new language also presents the brain with unique challenges.

B. GUIDED WRITING : (4 points)

Read the information in the table below, and then in your ANSWER BOOKLET ., write two sentences about
Why people should read more books . Use the appropriate linking words such as: and, too, also, etc

Why people should read more books
- develop verbal abilities
- increase focus and concentration
- refresh money
- improve imagination skills

There are many reasons that make people read more books such as developing verbal abilities, increasing
focus and congentration and refreshing money, too. Also, another reason is improving imagination skills.

C. FREE WRITING : ( 7 points )
In your ANSWER BOOKLET, write a composition of about 80 words on ONE of the following :
1. You have read an advertisement in the Jordan Times magazine about the job of a researcher for
a pharmaceutical company. Write a letter applying for the job, mentioning qualifications, your personal
attributes, your degree and the reason for applying for this job.
Your name is Jehad , Your address is P.O. Box 242, Amman, Jordan
2. The job of an interpreter is secure and rewarding , but it needs special skills and qualities .Write an essay about the skills
that you have to obtain in order to be a professional interpreter and the benefits that you can achieve from this job .
Open answer
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