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THE HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF JORDAN
MINISTRY OF EDUCATION

GENERAL SECONDERY CERTICATE EXAMINATION- 2018

GENERAL ENGLISH
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Read the following text carefully, and then in your ANSWER BOOKLET answer all the
questions that follow it. Your answers should be based on the text.

Speaking a foreign language, it is claimed, improves the functionality of your brain in
several different ways. Learning new vocabulary and grammar rules provides the brain with
beneficial ‘exercise’, which improves memory. As well as exercising the brain, it is thought
that learning a new language also presents the brain with unique challenges. It is said that
students who study foreign languages do better, on the whole, in general tests in maths,
reading and vocabulary than students who have only mastered their mother tongue.

According to a study carried out by Pennsylvania State University, USA, multilingual
people are able to switch between two systems of speech, writing, and structure quite easily.
It has been proved that they are also able to switch easily between completely different
tasks. One experiment required participants to operate a driving simulator while doing
separate tasks at the same time. The experiment showed that multilingual participants were
less distracted by the other tasks and therefore made fewer driving errors.

It is believed that language learning can also improve your decision-making skills.
Finally, learning a foreign language can also improve your ability to use your mother tongue
more effectively. As you become more aware of the way that a language works, you begin to
apply it to the language that you use every day. The skills you obtain from learning a foreign
language, therefore, can make you a better speaker and writer in your own language.

Question Number One:- ( 20 points)
A. 1- Experiments were made in Pennsylvania State University, USA . Write down the

main benefits concerning multilingual drivers. (4 points)
2- Learning a new language could affect the brain in many ways. Write down two of them?
(2 points)
3- Quote the sentence which indicates that multilingual students are better in other subjects.
(2 points)
4- What do the underlined phrase ( mother tongue ) mean ? (2 points)
5- What does the underlined word "they "refer to? (2 points)

6. Some students travel abroad to learn a foreign language. Suggest three ways to help
students, who can't travel abroad, learn a foreign language while being in their home
countries. (3 points)
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7- Learning a foreign language is beneficial for getting good jobs. Think of this statement
and in two sentences write down your own point of view. (2 points)

B. Literature Spot: ( 3 points)
Read the following extract from A Green Cornfield carefully, then answer the
questions that follow:

The earth was green, the sky was blue
[ saw and heard one sunny morn

A skylark hang between the two,

A singing speck above the corn;

1- What does the underlined word "two" refer to? (2 points)

2- What is the size of the bird? ( 1 point)

Question Number Two : ( 15 points )
A. Choose the suitable item from those given to complete each of the following sentences

and write it down in your ANSWER BOOKLET. ( 8 points )

degree, achievements , exports , do, carry out ,

1- Yearly, Jordan........................ many good to other countries in the Middle East

and in Europe.

2- Applicants must have a university .................to get the job of an interpreter.

3- Ourschoolwill............. an investigation about the results of the students.

4- The teacher was rewarded for his great.......................in the field of global
warming,

B- Study the following sentence and answer the question that follows. Write the
answer down in your ANSWER BOOKLET. ( 3 points)

1 -1 can't apply for this job, applicants should be good at | - have a head for figures,
- play it by air

maths

Write down the body idiom which gives the underlined meaning of the above sentence.
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C. Choose the suitable item derived from those between brackets complete each of the
following sentences and write it down in your ANSWER BOOKLET. (4 points)

1- It's important to have an....................... of different countries' customs before
travelling to those countries ( aware )
2- Students should always be ready to listen to good .........................to choose the best

field of study at university (advise, advice, advised) = s sl (laial) JSi

Question Number Three ( 13 points)
A. Correct the verbs in brackets then write your answers down in your BOOKLET.
(4 points)
I- If only my friends.......................to bed early yesterday. (not go)
2- When my brother............... from the airport, we will be waiting for him . (arrive)
3. That was the best answer for this question,..............................7
(was it, wasn’t it, wasn’t that) = s sall Jlsudl JS5
4-Doyoumind ...................me if we are allowed to bring children to the party? (tell)

B. Complete the following sentences so that the new sentence is similar in meaning to
the one before it, then write it down in your ANSWER BOOKLET.
(9 points)
1. There’s no river as long as the Nile in the world.
The Nile... ..o e e

2. We all believe that careless drivers are extremely dangerous on the society.
Careless drivers ... ...

3. The engineers have finished building the new bridges in the city.
Building the new bridges ..............ooo i

Question Number Four ( 7 points)
A. Read the following situations and rewrite the following sentences using the word
in brackets.
( 4 points)
1- Omar drove fast in the festival. He made a terrible accident. ( might not)

2- Nahla could not find her way round the city very easily. She didn’t have a map.
cevievene... ((if only)
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C- Study the following sentence and answer the question that follows:-
She worked hard; because of that, she did very well in her exams
What is the function of using because of that in the above sentence?

Question Number Five ( 15 points )
A. EDITING: ( 4 points )
Imagine you are an editor in the Jordan Times, you are asked to edit the following lines
that have four mistakes (one grammar mistake , one punctuation mistake and two spelling

mistakes). Find out these four mistakes and correct them. Write the correct answers down
in your ANSWER BOOKLET.

The World Memory Championchip is an annual three-day event that has been held
in different locations all over the world since 1991 CE. There are ten contests, each one
testing different uses of short-term memory? It is knew that the contests include
listening to numbers spoken out loud and then recalling them, memorising a sekuence
of abstract images in fifteen minutes and memorising lists of words.

B. GUIDED WRITING: (4 points)
Read the following information bellow, and write two meaningful sentences about

how to become successful in your job.
- be accurate with your dates.
- follow the roles of the job.
- present new ideas to add improvements to the job.
- -show flexibility with other employees.

C. Free writing: ( 7 points )

In your ANSWER BOOKLET, write a composition of about 120 words on ONE of

the following:

1- Schools in Jordan offer curricular and extra-curricular activities among the school
subjects. Write an essay discussing the effects of these activities on the students'
educational level and on their physical fitness.

2- An established pharmaceutical company is looking for a researcher. The successful

applicant will satisfy the following requirements:

* A good Science degree  * Knowledge of the pharmaceutical industry

* Previous experience of working in this industry ~ « Excellent research skills

( your name is Nihad)

- THE END —
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Question Number One
A:
1- The experiment showed that multilingual participants were less distracted by the other
tasks and therefore made fewer driving errors.
2- Learning new vocabulary and grammar rules provides the brain with beneficial ‘exercise’,
which improves memory.
3- It is said that students who study foreign languages do better, on the whole, in general
tests in maths, reading and vocabulary than students who have only mastered their mother
tongue.
4- the first and main language that you learnt when you were a child.
5- multilingual people.
| 5% 5So Lats A 5] aladl el () gandaion W (Al Al Bae Ll (3 ke EOUG &~ 8) elia allay Jlgadl o 1aaY -6
b g
- they can listen to English programmes.
- they can watch English educational videos.
- They can read English magazines and newspapers.
4al alad 1 (beneficial wie) Jie 5 jrae dalS JA (e dillae 4 e (S GOl 53 SUH Sal) ) IasY -7
Bam iy e Jpandl 5200 dpnal Aad aladl o J g Jh gl o) 6T Al
- most jobs need additional language 4ibal 4a] llat (ot 5lf alaea
- most companies prefer the person who speaks English 4 jlaiy) 8hls Jeast G 8l alaas
- you can get well-paid jobs like translator, tourism and travel.
il s Aslaall e i Ji a¥) de she cailli s Lle Jgaanl) il

B- 1- The earth and the sky. o1 slawd) G
2- speck 7
51358 e s ] i 3 Bl ALl 3l Lk il g5 o U &) e gy -
Question Number Two

A : 1- exportsi_aba 2- degree 3- carry out <iist g y»: 4- achievements<! sl
B: Have a head for figures
Sl Sl e ol alel) pn 4l lianaall clia (il g llaad] ine e | Jipudl of iy L) Al
coadlall 5 sa sall Jglan dag )Y drad e clile o D I il
C: 1- awareness a3 833000 2y 2- advice aul ddiall 22

Question Number Three

A: 1- hadn't gone aU ale I W gad omle A1V (g a3 Laall oY

2- arrives 28 Jeldl g da il dlea B¢ jliadll e Jayda il ol s (A 841 (Y

3- wasn't it 4- telling

B: 1- The Nile is the longest river in the world.

gy Sy Jauali ddia 8 13618 allall 3 Jall Jshay 0 a0 Y Wblina Alaadl O 45 A} 8 Alaad) 0 L e -]

daall S § Sl ¢ the ad est Leadiuld 3 juad daall o il Vg e—“—*—ngfdjhw s Jall e ol il sall
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2- Careless drivers are thought to be extremely dangerous on the society.

[N
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3- Building the new bridges has been finished. 12
A g lad) dauas have finished 2 4 Jgadall asa ol Jggaall Sl Az
Question Number Four
A: 1- If Omar hadn't driven fast in the festival, he might not have made a terrible accident.
oy adg ey Gl pee o) DA e Aleall i i e
* (might not) 4alS s e ju Buy ol ae O 5 rar e ol e gl gy Aleadl gt 3 (i) s i DI
) (Gjbﬁj\ ﬁdlsbd)ilmlﬂlﬂ 4),;31\@@1?3(}13\/3)?3@1:& Gl
2-if only She had had a map.
C- showing result or consequences
Question Number Five
A: I- Championship 2- memory. It 3- Itis known 4- sequence

B- Guided Writing
- There are many ways to become successful in your job such as being accurate with your dates
and following the roles of the job.
- In addition, there are other ways to become successful in your job like presenting new ideas
to add improvements to the job and showing flexibility with other employees.
C- Free Writing
& sl e Aaiil oda BT gl Alse (€1 Al pall of sl AiadW g Abiall AadsY) 563 0,3 8 el -]
Al gl o g DD aled)
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(e el )
Dear Sir/Madam,
I would like to apply for the position of researcher at your pharmaceutical company. As can be
seen from the enclosed curriculum vitae that I have a degree in Chemistry. Furthermore, I have
worked as a shop assistant at an chemist’s, so I know a lot about this industry. I also have a
qualification in Journalism and have worked previously for a scientific journal. I have excellent
research skills.
I am a competent and adaptable worker and I believe that I can be successful in any position.
I like reading and camping. I also like travelling.
In my spare time, | help elderly people, and I can see the difference that medicines can make to
their lives.
[ am very keen to join a company that can really help people.
[ look forward to hearing from you concerning the next stage of my application.
Yours faithfully,
Tareq Hakim




