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A few years ago, as many as 1,000 schools across the USA started making school years longer by adding up to ten extra days to the
school year or by making each school day longer by half an hour.
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This was because it was found that secondary school students in the USA and the UK were spending the least time at school, with an

average school year of 187 days. The typical Jordanian school year is longer than this. However, none of these are nearly as long as the

school year in countrieslike Japan and South Korea. South Koreans attend school for 220 days per year, and in Japan, the school year
numbers 243 days.
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According to a study by the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development {OECD ), students in Japan, Indonesia and
South Korea spend the most time studying in the world. They want to learn as much as they can to ensure excellent exam grades. They

go to school for about nine hours, although this includes optional after-school tuition and activities. They also spend about three hours
on homework every day, which is three times as much as many other countries. Their high academic achievements do suggest that the
longer you study, the better you do in final exams.
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InFinland, however, students are usually given less than half an hour of homework per night. and they attend school for fewer and
shorter days than 857, of other developed nations. Despite this, they achieve top marks in subjects like Maths and Science. In addition,
most students also speak atleast two, and often three, languages fluently. The contradictory views of the study suggest that the number
and length of school days is not the only factor in determining whether students will succeed at school or not.
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Studio schools are pioneering schools which receive funding as well as support from private
businesses. and which seek to encourage young people to undertake a less conventional form
of secondary education. These schools often specialise in one specific area; whilst
understanding that the same broad range of skills and qualifications should be made available
to all young people
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One such school has recently opened to educate fourteen- to eighteen-year-olds who have a
special interest in working in the space industry. Students follow a tailor-made curriculum at
the school . including subjects such as Astronomy and Astrophysics. Lessons are a mixture of
small-class tutorials, with projects supervised by leading companies in both the space and
technology industries
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Prominent scientists and engineers are brought in as guest lecturers, with students aiming to
achieve top grades in their Maths and Science exams. When they leave school. they will be
well-placed to take any number of different career paths. ‘They don’ have to become
astronauts)’ says a spokesperson for the school . ‘Excellent grades in science and technology
subjects can open many doors and lead to a variety of career opportunities.
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In England, almost 504 of school leavers go on to higher education. The figure has not always
been as high as this. Twenty years ago. it was closer to 30 and thirty years before that. it was
only about 5%, Another huge change has been financial, Before 1998 CE, higher education in the
UK was completely free for UK citizens. Since then, tuition fees have been mtroduced. Most
students borrow this money from the government. They don't have to repay it immediately.
Instead, they pay it back slowly out of future earnings
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Despite the high cost. most students choose to study away from home. A recent survey of17.000
students revealed that only 7+ wanted to stay at home while they studied for their degree. Of
course for most young people: hiving away from home means borrowing even more money from
the government. So why don’t students choose to avoid debt by staying at home, where they dont
have to pay rent? Most of them say that they want to move to the university of their choice. rather
than the nearest one. Another strong motive is the desire to live in a new culture. Where do these
students live? Many have rooms in halls of residence. especially in their first year: others rent flats
or houses. A lucky minority live in property that their parents have bought for them. Most of them
need to learn to cook. do their own washing and manage their time and money.
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Two summers ago, | spent five months studying Arabic at the German- Jordanian
University near Madaba. As my father is originally from Jordan, | grew up speaking
Arabic as well as German. However, | had never studied Arabic formally, and when
the opportunity came up for me to spend a year in Jordan studying Arabic, | didn’t
hesitate for one moment.
a_ul.n.liil cu_l_\jil daalall @.n daLyell daelll cuulj_\ @.n_}.ﬂ.uui L}.I.IAA CAS ((udn Jud
ol Sl g dugell (uielll diania CipS f.u_".JZI (o0 Aal Lg:dlg ol Loy .Liale (o wpills
U."lji' GO diw Guadl ui.l dajoll dagiu leaicg I_ul (LAl ) JSuiy dpell guyal
.Baalg duilil J.\J_ll @Al cdupell dwlyal

| have relatives in Jordan and they arranged for me to stay with a wonderful family

who live just outside Madaba. | was amazed by the number of international
students there, who were not only from Germany, but from all over the world. Most
of them had studied Arabic to a high level. I'm very familiar with colloquial Arabic,

which is what my family speaks and understands. The Arabic class, in Modern
Standard Arabic, was challenging, especially the grammar.
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Every week, we had to learn a vocabulaury list of around 50 words. We covered
many topics. Living with a family helped to improve my Arabic-speaking skills
because, while all the students heard Arabic in the classroom and streets, | could
also practise it at home. | really put my back into it, and | earned an A on the
course.
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What impressed me most about students in Jordan was their behaviour and their
attitude to studying. All the students who | met appreciated the importance of their
university education and the opportunities it would give them to contribute to their
country’s prosperity. They also showed extremely positive values. Everybody was
honest , and people discussed problems rather than getting angry if they disagreed

with each other.
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As someone who enjoys delicious food , beautiful places and friendly, hospitable
people, studying in Jordan was one of the best decisions | have made in my life. |
made many new friends. | also improved my Arabic speaking, writing and reading
skills. My dream is to be fluent in Arabic one day - and as | intend to return to
Jordan as often as | can, | know I’'m going to make this dream a reality.
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