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st il Jseaall sudl The Impersonal Passive

Function : The Impersonal Passive is a formal way of reporting thoughts, sayings, beliefs and opinions .
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We can use the impersonal passive with:
(say =said, think = thought, , believe = believed , prove = proved’,
know — known, assume — assumed , expect — expected
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Scientists say that dolphins are highly intelligent
It is said that dolphins are highly intelligent
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V1 / V+s (am—is —are) +V3

V2 ( was —were) +V3
will , can, must , has to , have to , had to , going to, used to (will, can , must , has to, used to .....+be) +V3
has / have + V3 (has / have + been ) +V3
am, is, are, was, were + V-ing ( am ,is ,are,was,were ) + being V3
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- Scientists say that dolphins are highly intelligent
- It is said that dolphins are highly intelligent

- Scientists used to think that the Earth was flat:
-1t used to be thought that the Barth was flat .

- People believe that learners will absorb the grammar as they learn vocabulary.
-1t is believed that learners will absorb the grammar as they learn vocabulary.

- People say that children are afraid of ghoasts .
-1t is said that children are.afraid of ghoasts .

3. The impersonal passive can also be used with ( object + infinitive ) :
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Scientists  say'.that dolphins are highly intelligent
Dolphins ‘aressaid to be highly intelligent
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V1/V+s V-inf,

am, is, are be

was, were have been

V2 /has +V3/have + V3 /had +V3 have +V3

will + V-inf. V- inf.

don't / doesn't + V-inf. not to + V-inf.
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- They believe that the story is true.
- The story is believed to be true.

- People know that he is talented.
-He is known to be talented.

- People  say that children are afraid of ghoasts .
- Children are said to be afraid of ghoasts.

- People believe that solving puzzles keeps the brain active.
- Solving puzzles is believed to keep the brain active.

- They think that she has written a book.
-She  is thought to have written abook.

- They think that you lived in London. ( past Simple )
-You are thought to have lived in London. (Present Perfect)

- People believe  that Ali was a great person.
- Ali is belived to have been a great person.

- People think  that the government was building new schools
- The government is thougt to have been building new schools.

- They think that you had lived in Amman.
-You arethought to have lived in Amman.

- They believe that it will rain.
- It is believed to rain

- Salma believes  that Alia doesn't study hard .
- Alia  is believed not to study hard.
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e.g. : Doing regular exercise is /" Doing sports reduces

- The brain is said to be good like a computer.
- Scientists say that the brain is good like a computer.

- Exercise has been proved to be good for concentration by experts.
- Experts have proved that exercise is good for concentration .

- Doing regular exercise is believed to reduce the risk of several diseases.
- People believe that doing regular exercises reduces the risk of several diseases.




Use the impersonal passive to report the following sentences : SB — 53

1. People claim that Speaking a forien language improves the functionality of your brain.
Speaking a forien language, , improves the functionality of your brain.

2. People believe that language learning can also improve your decision-making skills.
It

3. People think that learning a new language also present the brain with unique challenges.
It

4. They say that students who study forein languages do better, on the whole, in general tests.
It

Rewrite the following sentences using the impersonal passive in two different wavs : AB —36

e.g. : They say that fish is good for the brain.
a. It is said that fish is good for the brain. b. Fish is said to be good for the'brain .

. People think that we only use a small percentage of our brain power.
- It

- We

. They claim that we remember things in our sleep.
-1t

- We
. People believe that solving puzzles keeps the brain active.
-1t

- Solving puzzles
. Experts have proved that exercise is good for concentration.

- It

- Exercise

. They say that fish is good for the brain
Fish

6. People say that the brain is like a.computer.
It

7. People believe that Ali was a great person
Ali

8. They think that students studied hard.
Students

9. People believethat eating almonds reduces the risk of heart disease .

Eating almonds

10. Doing regular exercise is believed to reduce the risk of several diseases.

People believe that

11. They assumed that the last Olympic Games were a great success.

It
12. Experts have proved that eating fresh vegetables is good for the stomach.

Eating fresh vegetables

13. My English teacher says that English clubs are essential for learning English well.
English clubs

14. Linguists have proved that learning some languages is helpful for the learners.

Learning some languages




Use the impersonal passive to report the following sentences : SB — 53

1. People claim that Speaking a forien language improves the functionality of your brain.
Speaking a forien language, it is claimed , improves the functionality of your brain.

2. People believe that language learning can also improve your decision-making skills.
It is believed that language learning can also improve your decision-making skills.

3. People think that learning a new language also present the brain with unique challenges.
It is thought that learning a new language also present the brain with unique challenges.
4. They say that students who study forein languages do better, on the whole, in general tests.
It is said that students who study forein languages do better, on the whole, in general tests.
Rewrite the following sentences using the impersonal passive in two different ways : AB =36

e.g. : They say that fish is good for the brain.
a. It is said that fish is good for the brain. b. Fish is said to be goodfor the brain .

. People think that we only use a small percentage of our brain power.
- It is thought that we only use a small percentage of our brain power.
- We are thought to only use a small percentage of our brainpower.

. They claim that we remember things in our sleep.
- It is claimed that we remember things in our sleep.

- We are claimed to remember things in our sleep.

. People believe that solving puzzles keeps the brain active.
- It is believed that solving puzzles keeps the brain active.
- Solving puzzles is believed to keep the brain active.
. Experts have proved that exercise is good for concentration.
- It has been proved that exercise is good for concentration.
- Exercise has been proved to be good for concentration.

. They say that fish is good for the brain .
Fish is said to be good for the brain .
6. People say that the brain is like a‘computer.
It is said that the brain is like a/.computer.

7. People believe that Aliswas a great person.
Ali is believed to have been‘a great person.

8. They think that students studied hard.
Students aré thought to have studied hard.

9. People believe that eating almonds reduces the risk of heart disease .
Eating almonds is believed to reduce the risk of heart disease.

10. Doing regular exercise is believed to reduce the risk of several diseases.
People believe that doing regular exercise reduces the risk of several diseases.

11. They assumed that the last Olympic Games were a great success.
It was assumed that the last Olympic Games were a great success.
12. Experts have proved that eating fresh vegetables is good for the stomach.
Eating fresh vegetables has been proved to be good for the stomach.

13. My English teacher says that English clubs are essential for learning English well.
English clubs are said to be essential for learning English well.

14. Linguists have proved that learning some languages is helpful for the learners.
Learning some languages has been proved to be helpful for the learners.






