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Literature spot B

A Green Cornfield Christina Rossetti

Nature Poem

Poem
Poetry
Poet
Stanza
Verse
Line

Theme : The poem is a celebration of life, nature and love .

Rhyme scheme :  4dlall L
a (abab)

b
a
b

Alliteratien ;) (st ( rhetorical device )

The use of the same letter or sound at the beginning of
words.in a sentence.  (poetry)

singing — speck
listening — long
listened — longer

1. Adds to the rhythm of the poem ( makes the poem musical )
2. Links dissimilar ( different ) words together.




A Green Cornfield

1- The earth was green, the sky was blue:

c\ﬁ)j eladdl C'_\.'a\S} ;\J.».'a'; u'a)\J\ cnls

2- | saw and heard one sunny morn

| : the poet morning
('saw the skylark , heard his song)

3- A skylark hang between the two,

bird flying the earth and the sky
creature

(sl 1) ) g Lilaa ) ik S5 |

A singing speck above the corn;
small

A stage below, in gay accord,
happiness agreement

sjbl\@}é‘;_aﬁs YO (Zdaés) d= 3 5le S
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White butterflies danced on the wing,
creature moved quickly

clall e eliny il i cuad

And still the singing skylark soared,
rise — go up - higher

Llle @lay el 30l yila J) 50 Y Lasd

8- And silent sank and soared to sing.
come down — lower

9- The cornfield stretched a tender green
fresh and yound

sl Llle Gl 5 Uela baygy
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10- To right and left beside my walks;

G sha ey Jleall s Gaal) ‘

11- I knew he had a nest unseen
Imagines hidden

Lada Lie o) Cayel au
('a female bird sit unseen in the nest )

12- Somewhere among the million stalks.
upfight part of the plant

13- And as I'paused. to hear his song
stopped

M) — Glasad) e G e S

(' paused = stopped / why ? to hear his song )

14- While swift the sunny moments slid ,
fast go fast

dc yo (310 duadiall callaall) cnlsS

15- Perhaps his mate sat listening long,
companion — wife — female bird

bl 4l et s (4 53) 45 sl

(the female bird sat listening to the song)

16- And listened longer than I did.
(‘the poet left the cornfield )
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Vocabulary

. Answer the questions.

. Is a speck something big or small ? (line 4)
It is something small .

. If something is in accord, is it in agreement or disagreement ? (line 5)
It is in agreement .

. Does tender suggest something fresh and young, or old and strong ? (line 9)
Fresh and young

. What does a bird do in a nest? (line 11)
A bird lays eggs init . ( put eggs )

. Which part of a plant is the stalk ? (line 12)
The long, upright part of the plant that support the leaves

. Does swift mean slow or fast ? (line 14)
Fast

__word | MeaninginEnglish — |  Arabic
speck something small 3
In accord something in/agreement

tender fresh and young

nest A bird lays'eggs-in it

stalk The long,.upright part of the plant that
support the leaves

swift fast




Comprehension
2. Choose the correct word to complete the summary of the poem.

dpal, Ay dasg Jia
The poet describes how (1) ( content / sad / lonely ) she feels as she walks through a cornfield.
As she walks along, she sees a skylark
(2) (flying away from the cornfield / flying in the sky / falling towards her).

It doesn’t sing as it flies (3) ( lower / higher).
Below it, butterflies (4) (sit quietly / move slowly / move quickly ) in the cornfield.

The poet knows that the skylark’s nest is (5) (visible in / hidden in/ far away from ).the cornfield.
She (6) (notices / imagines / knows) that its companion is also listening somewhere in-the.cernfield.

Answer :

The poet describes how content she feels as she walks through.a cornfield. As
she walks along, she sees a skylark flying in the sky. It doesn’t sing as it flies
lower .Below it, butterflies move quickly in the cornfield .The poet knows that
the skylark’s nest is hidden in the cornfield. She imagines that its companion is
also listening somewhere in the cornfield.
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Analysis
3. Answer the questions about the poem.

1. The poet uses many examples of alliteration. Find one example. o«
Alliteration : The use of the same:letter.or sound at the beginning of words in a sentence. (poetry)

-singing — speck / fisteming — long [ listened — longer

- And still the singing skylark soared
- And silent sankland'soareg@-to sing
- While swiftghe sumny moments slid

What effect is the poet trying to achieve with this technique? ( alliteration)

Alliteration../ ( soard and sink - silent and singing )
1. adds to,the rhythm of the poem ( creates music in the poem)
23links dissimilar (different ) words together.

2. Find two references to another listener, apart from the poet herself, in lines 10
to 16 of the poem. Who or what is this listener?

a. | knew he had a nest unseen. Means : ( The female bird is sitting unseen )
b. perhaps his mate sat listening long Means : (The listener is the female skylark)




3. How do we know that the poet leaves the cornfield before the skylark has stopped singing?
She says : Perhaps his mate sat listening long,
And listened longer than | did.

This shows that the poet leaves the cornfield but speculates that

the bird's mate might still be listening to the song :
therefore, the bird must still have been singing.

4. Rhyming words occur at the end of lines and in a pattern.
The pattern is called a rhyme scheme .
Describe the rhyme scheme in this poem.

The rhyme scheme is abab.
In other words :
the first line and third lines rhyme , as do the second and fourth.

5. List the colours that have been used in the poem. B
What do you think they symbolise? ( represent - stand for)

- Green symbolises the freshness of nature;

- Blue symbolises how bright and vivid nature can be.

- White symbolises the purity.and elegance of the butterfly.




Read the following lines from A green cornfield, then answer the questions that follow : 2016

And as | paused to hear his song
While swift the sunny moments slid ,
Perhaps his mate sat listening long,
And listened longer than | did.

1. Why did the poet stop in the cornfield ? (1 point )
2. How did time pass when the poet was listening to the skylarck ? (2 points )

Read the following stanza from A green cornfield, then answer the questions that follow : 2017

And as | paused to hear his song
While swift the sunny moments slid ,
Perhaps his mate sat listening long,
And listened longer than | did.

1. Find an example of alliteration in the above stanza . (1 point)
2. What is the effect the poet is trying to achieve with-alliteration ? (2 points )






