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190 THE MAKING OF HUMANITY

attested in spite of the conspiring: of every circumstance
to suppress, deform, and obliterate the records of that
relation. Its extent and importance have been beyond
doubt far greater than it is to-day possible to demon-
strate in detail. Like the geological record of extinct
life, our knowledge in the matter is derived from the
scattered and accidentally preserved fragments of
evidence which have been spared by forces -i-
versally tending to blot them out. MWhen f

conditions, when the obliteration of evidence, its d-
tortion, the persistent prejudice and munpmmh
which fastens upon every single fact, are borne in mind,
there can be no doubt that our estimate of that influence
must err on the side of under-, rather than of over-
estimation. It is highly pmhl.hle that but for the Arabs

**" modern European civilization would never have arisen

at all ; it is absolutely certain that but for them, it
would not have assumed that character which has
enabled it to transcend all previous phases of evolution.
For although there is not a single aspect of European
growth in which the decisive influence of Islamic culture
is not traceable, nowhere is it so clear and momentous
as in the genesis of that power which constitutes the

. paramount distinctive force of the modem world and
', the supreme source of its victory—natural science and

the scientific spirit.
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